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That  Saturday,  December  31,  he  was  mightily  enfeebled,  and 
^metimes  very  drowsy :  he  spake  but  little  that  forenoon.  After 
noon  when  divers  friends  visited  him,  and  were  discoursing 
among  themselves  of  the  nature  of  his  disease,^  he  heard  all  that 
passed  between  them  in  the  chamber  (for  he  was  very  qmck  of 
hearing)  and  gathered  both  &om  their  discourses,  and  also  from 
his  own  knowledge  of  the  disease  he  laboured  under,  that  his 
distemper  was  that  which  physicians  call  mUerere  meiy  which  he 
was  not  likely  to  pass  through  without  very  grievous  symptoms: 
such  as,  a  burning  fever,  delirium,  and  vomiting  of  his  excre¬ 
ments:  and  thereupon  he  began  to  be  afflicted  with  much  solici¬ 
tude,  while  his  mind  was  intent  upon  the  thoughts  of  the  griev¬ 
ousness  of  these  symptoms:  and  in  frequent  ejaculations  he  sent 
up  short  and  ardent  prayers  to  God  about  it. 

“  My  God  (said  he)  have  mercy  upon  ,me ;  deliver  me  from 
the  opprobrium  which  1  fear;  for  thou  art  gracious:  but  thanks 
be  to  my  God,  that  he  hath  afflicted  me  in  this  more  ignoble 
part ;  my  heart  in  the  mean  time  remaining  strong,  and  my  brain 
free  and  clear,  so  that  I  might  have  liberty  to  meditate  upon  thy 
power  and  goodness.  This  favour,  O  Lord  God,  (which  is  in* 
valuable)  reserve  for  me,  that  my  mouth  may  utter  nothing  but 
what  breathes  forth  charity,  praises,  and  thanksgivings :  O  that  it 
may  not  be  defiled  with  this  filthiness :  (namely,  the  casting  up 
of  excrements.)  Let  this  building  be  brought  down  where  its  ruin 
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begaHi  which  let  me  behold  as  one  set  on  high  with  a  constant 
and  peaceful  nund,  even  a  mind  elevated  to  spiritual  thingSi 
which  with  all  earnestness  I  follow  after ;  knowing  that  flesh  and 
blood  cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God,  neither  can  corruption 
inherit  incorruption.” 

And  in  the  ensuing  night  he  did  often  inculcate,  ^  who  is  mortal 
man,  that  thou  shouldst  so  magnify  him,  and  think  upon  him  1 
he  is  Hke  to  vanity:  flesh,  and  a  wind  that  passe th  away.  With 
how  small  a  thing  are  the  strongest  among  men  cast  down  ?  by  a 
vile  excrement,  by  a  little  obstruction,  which  no  remedies  can 
openl  Thou  hast  done  this,  O  thou  eternal  One ;  thus  it  pleaseth 
thee ;  and  I  would  have  it  so  too :  let  it  be  done  to  me  according 
to  thy  word:  I  am  in  thy  fatherly  and  gracious  hands,  I  fear 
nothing;  thou  art  my  safeguard,  and  my  exceeding  great  re¬ 
ward.  Then  he  repeated  in  the  Hebrew  tongue  that  sentence 
out  of  Lament,  iii.  24.  Thou  art  my  fiortioriy  aaith  my  soul. 

And  seeing  those,  that  stood  by  him,  were  always  speaking  to 
him  of  good  things,  Well  done,  (said  he)  cease  not  to  strengthen 
me;  unto  that  end  God  will  supply  you  with  matter  for  discourse, 
for  he  is  not  only  present  with  the  sick  himself  for  his  aid,  but 
also  with  them  that  are  called  to  succour  him ;  for  he  is  nigh  unto 
all  that  call  upon  him  in  truth.” 

Then  he  again  poured  forth  his  prayers  for  the  church  of  God, 
saying,  O  Lord,  it  is  thy  possession,  which  thou  hast  purchased 
with  thine  own  Llood :  forsake  not  thine  own  work ;  let  a  holy 
jealousy  be  kindled  in  thee,  lift  up  on  high  the  arm  of  thy  power, 
and  bring  down  the  audacious  ones,  which  tyrannize  over  thy 
flock ;  rebuke  thou  the  negligent,  that  heal  her  wounds  slightly : 
reduce  into  the  way  those  that  wander ;  and  strengthen  that  which 
is  ready  to  fall,  through  division.  Gather  both  the  one  and  the 
other  to  thyself  into  one  body,  building  them  upon  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  the  prophets  and  apostles,  Jesus  Christ  himself  being  the 
chief  corner-stone,  in  whom  all  the  building  fitly  framed  together, 
groweth  into  a  holy  temple  in  the  Lord.”  And  then  making  a 
little  pause,  he  added,  ^  I  have  been  one  of  those  builders ;  I  have 
brought  what  I  received  from  the  Lord,  that  I  might  put  to  my 
helping  hand  with  others  towards  the  building  of  this  temple ; 
and  I  myself  shall  be  a  living  stone  in  this  spiritual  house.” 

On  the  next  day,  which  was  the  first  of  the  year  1651,  and  the 
Lord’s-day,  when  he  first  beheld  the  light,  he  said,  «  O  Lord, 
thou  hast  granted  unto  me  to  see  the  beginning  of  the  year :  thou 
hast  measured  out  my  time  unto  the  middle  of  this  age  :”  then 
he  asked  what  hour  of  the  day  it  was,  and  what  wdkther?  when  it 


was  answered,  that  the  weather  was  very  sharp  and  severe,  he 
was  afraid  it  might  hinder  his  son’s  journey  to  him :  whereupon 
he  addressed  himself  to  God  after  this  mannei*. 

“  O  my  God,  bring  my  son  unto  me,  that  I  may  see  him,  em¬ 
brace  him,  and  bless  him  before  I  die.”  Then  turning  to  his  wife, 
he  said;  “  Dost  thou  think  this  earnest  desire  to  see  him  proceeds 
from  some  carnal  affection  ?  nothing  less  I  truly  I  love  ifp  man 
any  more  according  to  the  flesh :  1  earnestly  desire  his  eternal 
salvation ;  and  I  hope  to  have  those  discourses  with  him,  which 
may  increase  his  zeal  in  adorning  his  spiritual  vocation  (his  son 

was  a  minister):  1  have  yet  spirit,  and  utterance  sufficient  for  that 

—  « 

work.  Let  none  be.  hindered  from  coming  to  me :  it  is  usual  for 
a  man  in  my  station,  by  admonishing  others,  publicly  to  make 
confession  of  his  own  faith.  Not  for  the  sake  of  a  little  vain  glory, 

O  Lord,  thou  knowest :  for  it  little  concerns  me  to  be  approved 
unto  men,  provided  I  may  approve  myself  unto  God :  but  I  desire 
the  salvation  of  many,  and  to  give  testimony  to  the  truth  of  those  ^ 
things  which  I  have  publicly  taught.” 

This  day  also  was  taken  up  with  the  visits  of  friends;  and 
amongst  others  that  came,  there  was  colonel  Vemeuil,  and  some 
more  officers  in  the  garrison,  of  which  two  or  three  were  of 
Poictou;  unto  whom  he  said,  “  I  rejoice  that  I  have  opportunity 
to  make  a  confession  of  my  faith  before  you  that  are  my  coun¬ 
trymen  ;  and  I  pray  ^ou  to  keep  it  in  memory,  and  give  testimony 
of  it  where  it  shall  be  necessary :  for  you*  see  before  your  eyes  a 
man  (weak  indeed,  but)  without  guile,  who  solemnly  protesteth, 
that  he  hath  never  published  in  his  writings,  nor  taught  with  his 
lips,  any  thing  that  did  not  agree  with  the  sense  of  his  heart,  and 
the  doctrine  which  hath  been  delivered  to  us  by  the  prophets  and 
apostles;  which  is  the  same  with  that  which  is  found  in  the  con-^ 
fession  of  faith  of  our  churches,  in  which  I  have  lived,  and  in 
which  I  purpose  to  die.  The  Lord  God  Almighty  confirm  you 
in  that  faith,  so  that  nothing  move  you  from  it:  for  what  will  it 
firojit  a  malty  if  he  gain  the  whole  world y  and  loae  his  own  soiU?  seek 
ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  the  righteousness  thereofy  and 
then  all  other  things  shall  be  added  to  you*  Learn  to  number  your 
days:  and  get  a  wise  heart.  Look  upon  me,  and  let  me  be  an 
example  unto  you :  .it  is  but  eight  days  since  I  preached  to  you 
of  man’s  frailty,  being  myself  in  health,  and  lively  at  that  time, 
and  now  you  see  the  truth  of  what  I  said,  in  myself :  certainly 
what  is  visible  to  us,  and  set  before  our  eyes,  hath  a  more  per¬ 
suasive  power,  than  words  which  only  beat  the  ears.”  And  then 
taking  his  leave  of  them,  he  added,  “  The  Lord  deliver  you  from 
tlie  allurements  of  the  world,  and  give  you  an  increase  of  liis  fear. 
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•fid  of  all  spiritual  and  temporal  gifts.**  Awhile  after  there  came 
to  him  the  worthy  Snellen,  burgomaster  of  Bredai  unto  whom  he 
cheerfully  gave  an  account  of  the  nature  of  his  disease,  with  the 
causes  and  consequence  thereof ;  and  then  said,  “  Praise  be  to 
God  who  hath  given  me  to  know  the  end  of  my  life:  I  should  be 
the  most  ungrateful  of  all  men,  if  I  were  not  contented  with  that 
measure  and  term  of  lift,  which  he  hath  afforded  me ;  and  if  I 
should  not  acknowledge  his  great  goodness,  and  provident  care 
of  me  in  the  whole  course  of  my  life.  Especially  I  give  him 
thanks  for  laying  out  this  place  for  me  to  pass  my  old  age  in, 
amongst  good  men,  with  whose  kindness  I  have  been  refreshed, 
and  to  whom,  for  their  multiplied  ftivours  towards  me,  I  can 
never  make  a  sufficient  return  of  thanks.  Of  your  sincere  affec¬ 
tion  (most  worthy  sir)  in  a  special  manner  I  have  had  experience, 
for  which  I  give  you  my  hearty  thanks,  and  in  your  person 
to  your  whole  corporation,  which  I  beseech  you  to  signify  to 
them ;  and  to  intreat  for  ml,  that  they  will  give  me  a  place  of 
burial  large  enough  for  me,  and  my  wife  who  will  quickly  follow 
me.”  When  he  had  thus  expressed  himself,  he  dismissed  him 
with  prayers  for  the  welfare  of  him  and  his  family. 

Afterwards  as  one  in  a  rapture,  he  said,  “  My  God !  thou 
hast  drawn  me,  and  I  was  drawn  !  thou  hast  known  me  from 
my  mother’s  womb,  with  a  merciful  and  efficacious  knowledge: 
thou  hast  called  me  by  name  :  thou  hast  l^red  mine  ears,  and 
1  was  attentive :  I  have  declared  thy  message  in  the  congrega¬ 
tion,  and  thy  word  was  sweeter  than  honey  in  my  mouth. 
Who  am  I !  O  God,  but  dust  and  ashes,  an  earthen  and  a  frail 
vessel,  into  which  notwithstanding  thou  hast  been  pleased  to 
pour  a  holy  liquor,  and  seed  of  immortality.  Thou  livest,  and 
thou  makest  me  to  live;  I  shall  not  die,  but  live  for  ever,  with 
that  life  which  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God.  Blessed  and  holy  is  he 
which  hath  a  part  in  the  first  resurrection:  orver  him  the  second  death 
shall  have  no  power.  Behold  I  am  dead;  and  also  raised  from  the 
dead:  I  live  not  in  myself,  but  in  the  life  of  the  Son  of  God,  who 
loved  me,  and  gave  himself  for  me.  What  ,  should  I  mention 
more?  I  can  make  no  return  of  thy  faithfulness  to  me,  or  of  the 
benefits  thou  hast  bestowed  on  me.  Thou  hadst  chosen  me,  before 
thou  gavest  me  a  being;  and  it  pleased  thee  that  I  should  be  bom  of 
believing  parents,  and  especially  of  a  mother  eminent  in  holiness, 
who  dedicated  me  to  thy  service  from  my  tender  years.  With  how 
many  prayers  did  she  stir  me  up  to  that  holy  purpose !  with  what 
care  and  affection  did  she  instil  the  seeds  of  piety  into  me!  and 
the  almighty  God,  who  worketh  all  in  all,  gavd  his  blessing  to  this 
diligent  nurture,  and  heard  her  ardent  prayers;  and  my  ministry 


hath  been  accepted  of  him.  I  am  thy  servant,  O  my  God,  thou 
hast  taught  me  from  my  youth;  and  I  have  taught  thy  wonderful 
works,  and  thy  grace  unto  this  day  ;  for  thy  gifts  have  not  been 
without  fruit  in  me.  Thou  usest  weak  instruments  for  the  ac¬ 
complishing  of  thy  work:  thou  hast  pardoned,  thou  hast  helped 
me;  thou  hast  accepted  the  truth  and  sincerity  of  my  heart:  and 
vtiow,  O  my  God,  seeing  it  is  evident  thou  wilt  have  me  retire 
from  this  valley  of  miseries,  do  not  thou  forsake  me  in  this  last 
and  important  act.  If  it  be  thy  will,  that  I  die  ;  that  is  also  my 
will;  I  am  ready,  my  heart  is  prepared;  I  give  thee  my  heart,  for 
that  is  it  which  thou  requirest ;  let  this  gift  be  approved  by  thee; 
receive  this  gift,  which  is  thine  own,  from  him  to  whom  thou  hast 
given  all  things,  who  gives  himself  to  thee.  O  Lord,  I  give  thee 
thanks  ;  thou  instructest  me,  thou  enlightenest  me,  thou  talkest 
with  my  soul :  O  Lord,  thou  embracest  me  in  the  arms  of  thy 
mercy!  grant  also  that  I  may  embrace  thee  by  a  lively  faith,  and 
that  I  may  apply  unto  myself  the  promises  of  the  gospel,  which 
I  have  proposed  unto  othei's.  Let  them  be  effectual  in  me,  that 
by  t4iem  I  may  be  supported  against  all  pains,  yea  death  itself.” 

Then  turning  his  speech  to  his  niece,  he  said ;  “  That  I  may 
not  tire  thee  with  long  discourses,  admiro  thou  the  grace  of  God 
towards  me,  and  bless  him  who  fortifies  nie  with  patience. 
Observe  my  words  unto  my  last  breath,  and  commit  them  to 
writing  as  fully  as  thou  canst,  that  thereby  my  dearest  brother, 
with  others  of  my  near  kindred  and  affinity,  as  also  of  my  friends, 
may  be  comforted  and  ^freshed:”  to  which  when  she  returned 
answer;  that  she  was  unable  to  retain,  and  commit  to  writing, 
such  an  abundance  of  holy  speeches  as  flowed  from  him,  he  re¬ 
plied;  “  Fear  not;  only  do  thine  endeavour,  and  God  will  help 
thee.  If  God  give  me  strength,  I  will  write  a  short  epistle,  which 
shall  be  for  a  testimony  that  credit  is  to  be  given  to  thy  relation.” 
(And  he 'was  always  wont  upon  the  mention  of  any  thing  of  this 
nature,  to  add,)  “  Not  that  I  would  hereby  procure  praise  to  my¬ 
self  ;  but  I  would  have  it  known  unto  all,  that  the  religion  which 
I  have  professed,  and  taught  in  the  name  of  God,  is  the  true  re¬ 
ligion,  and  that  alone  which  leads  men  unto  salvation;  and  par¬ 
ticularly,  I  would  have  my  brother  infoimed  of  that  inestimable 
grace  which  I  have  received  of  God,  that  he  may  be  abundantly 
comforted  and  strengthened  in  his  expectation  of  a  better  life, 
which  I  already  enjoy.  O  with  how  great  love  have  I  loved  him, 
and  esteemed  him!  yea  I  have  loved  the  gifts  of  God  in  him,  and 
shall  love  them  to  the  last.  I  pray  God  who  is  the  giver  of  every 
good  gift,  that  he  will  fulfil,  strengthen,  and  make  perfect  his 
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own  work  in  him;  that^  he  will  guide  him  with  his  couilsel)  and 
and  at  hngth  save  and  receive  him  to  his  rest.  The  saihe  prayers 
1  make  for  my  nephew  his  son  Stephen,  that  he  may  be  a  useful 
instinitrent  for  the  promoting  of  God’s  glory,  a  diligent  work¬ 
man  that  needs  not  to  be  ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of 
truth.  O  Lord  my  God,  I  pray  not  only  for  my  brother,  but  for 
all  those  in  France,  to  whom  thou  hast  committed  the  conduct 
and  rule  of  the  churches:  bless  their  pei*sons;  pardon  their  de¬ 
fects:  sanctify  their  gifts :  grant  unto  them,  that  they  may  seri¬ 
ously  return  unto  the  simplicity  which  is  in  Christ;  and  that  they 
detract  not  from  the  glory  of  God,  to  ascribe  unto  man  what  be¬ 
longs  to  his  salvation;  he  is  strong  and  jealous. 

“  If  in  my  writings,  I  have  seemed  to  deal  a  little  warmly  with 
some  of  my  brethren  about  their  new  notions,  I  protest  before 
God,  I  was  never  moved  by  envy  or  wrath  against  any  one  in 
particular,  but  on  the  contrary  always  accounted  the  men  that 
favoured  those  novelties,  among  my  friends ;  and  the  more  1  loved 
both  their  persons  and  gifts,  the  more  it  grieved  me  that  I  could 
not  reconcile  their  maxims  with  the  word  of  God.  I  do  ipost 
earnestly  beseech  God,  that  he  will  give  them  the  spirit  of  peace, 
that  they  may  be  of  the  same  judgment,  and  speak  the  same 
things ;  and  that  the  love  of  God  may  constrain  them,  and  gather 
them  into  one  in  Christ ;  till  we  all  come  unto  the  unity  of  the 
faith,  and  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God,  unto  a  perfect 
man,  unto  t}ie  measure  of  the  stature  of  the  fulness  of  Christ ; 
that  following  the  truth  in  love,  we  may  grow  up  into  him,  in  all 
things,  who  is  the  head,  even  Christ. 

“  I  would  have  thee  without  delay  write  unto  thy  father ;  he 
is  my  brother  in  a  double  bond,  I  have  always  esteemed,  and 
dovedhim;  he  hath  been  a  useful  instrument  for  the  glory  of 
God,  and  I  doubt  not  but  he  will  thoroughly  accomplish  his  work 
in  him,  to  the  glory  of  his  own  name,  and  his  eternal  salvation. 
I  go  before  him,  in  a  little  time  he  will  follow  after  me:  he  is 
almost  come  to  the  end  of  his  course,  and  there  remains  but  a 
little  time,  before  God  will  crown  his  labours  with  an  eternal  re¬ 
ward.” 

And  here  again  in  an  extraordinary  transport  he  brake  out 
into  these  expressions:  “  O  great  and  immense  mercy  !  who 
can  but  be  rapt  into  admiration !  he  gives  both  being,  and  well¬ 
being;  he  bestows  his  gifts,  he  supporteth,  he  pardoneth,  he 
worketh  in  us  both  to  nvill  and  to  do  according  to  his  good  plea¬ 
sure  :  and  when  himself  hath  given  and  wrought  all  this,  yet  he 
gives  to  us  an  eternal  rewai'd  1  amen,  amen.  Be  it  unto  me  ac- 


I 


551 

oording  to  thy  word)  even  according  to  the  faithfulness  and  stabl* 
lity  of  thy  promises. 

Then  turning  his  discourse  to  his  niece  again;  Write  also 
(scud  he)  to  thy^  brethren,  that  I  love  them,  and  that  I  pray  for 
their  scdvation.  And  thou,  my  dear  niece  !  I  love  thee,  not  be¬ 
cause  of  that  near  affinity  which  thou  hast  to  me,  but  rather  be¬ 
cause  we  both  have  one  God,  cmd  one  hope.  Thou  knowest  the 
love  and  affection  which  I  have  had  for  thee,  which  hath  been  a 
patemcd  love  indeed,  for  a  token  of  which,  take  thou  the  Bible 
which  thou  shah  find  in  my  study.  In  special,  1  recommend  to 
thee  my  wife,  thy  very  good  aunt :  to  thy  power  comfort  and 
assist  her:  be  unto  her  instead  of  a  daughter,  and  help  her  to 
digest  the  sorrow  she  will  have  for  my  absence.” 

On  Monday  morning,  January  2,  he  desired  to  arise  out  of  his 
bed,  that  he  might  write  those  letters  which  he  hcul  made  men¬ 
tion  of  in  the  night :  and  also  that  he  might  add  something  to 
the  codicil,  which  was  annexed  to  his  will  the  evening  before. 

His  strength  was  sufficient  to  admit  the  putting  on  of  his 
clothes,  and  cdso  his  walking  into  his  study ;  where  he  took  the 
Bible  designed  for  his  neice,  and  gave  it  to  her  himself :  and  to 
Mr.  Dauber,  who  was  then  with  him,  he  gave  an  Arabic  New- 
Testament,  and  lend  by  cumther  book  for  Mr.  Hulsius,  and  one  for 
his  brother  Rivet,  to  be  immediately  sent  unto  him  to  Cham- 
puemon  in  France ;  unto  whom  (being  returned  into  his  chamber) 
he  wrote  this  letter. 

“  My  dear  Brother  ! 

“  I  now  write  my  last  to  you,  with  a  trembling  cmd  dying 
hand.  After  the  preaching  of  a  sermon  on  Christmas  day  in  per¬ 
fect  hecJth :  it  is  now  eight  days  since  I  have  been  afflicted  with 
a  stubborn  constipation;  cmd  the  expulsive  faculty  is  wholly  ex¬ 
tinct  in  me.  Wherefore  I  am  determined  by  the  grace  of  God 
to  die  with  courage  and  constancy:  by  the  obstinate  continuance, 
cmd  pains  of  my  distemper,  I  am  quite  worn  out ;  cmd  the  day  of 
my  dissolution  draws  near.  My  niece  Mary  Moulin  shall  write 
unto  you  an  account  of  my  last  hours,  cmd  of  that  tranquillity  of 
mind  which  God  affords  to  me.  I  expect  the  coming  of  my  son, 
to  whom  I  may  commit  my  nephews  and  affairs ;  he  shall  give 
you  cm  account  of  all.  Fare wel  my  dearest  brother!  but  keep 
me  in  remembremee  the  residue  of  thy  life,  who  have  loved  thee 
and  thitib  with  a  great  charity;  love  mine  again,  as  thou  doest: 
I  pray  God  to  bless  thee,  cmd  all  thine.  Once  agcun  farewel !” 

“  Dated  at  Breda,  Jan.  2,  1651.” 
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He  wrote  also  to  Mr«  Moulin,  his  brother  by  affinity^  'm  these 

« 

words: 

‘‘  My  dearest  Brother, 

It  so  pleaseth  God,  that  you  should  remain  alive  after  me: 
f  I  now  write,  being  upon  the  borders  between  life  and  death,  after 

a  sermon  preached  on  Christmas  day,  which  was  followed  with  a 
pertinacious  retention  fdtcium  in  alvo  induratarum^  and  of  the  re¬ 
gaining  of  that  load,  the  dissolution  of  the  body  with  grievous 
pains  is  the  necessary  consequent.  Your  daughter,  which 
ministereth  to  me  in  this  agony,  hath  undeitaken  to  write  to  you 
of  my  constancy,  and  the  grace  which  God  affordeth  to  me.  Live 
unto  the  glory  of  his  name,  remembering  me,  and  mine,  who 
^  die,  *  “  Your  most  affectionate,  See.” 

When  he  had  written  these  letters,  he  found  himself  exceed¬ 
ingly  wearied,  and  desired  to  be  had  to  bed  again.  All  this  day 
was  spent  in  receiving  his  friends,  especially  the  pastors  who 
were  of  divers  nations ;  unto  wjiom  he  discoursed  largely  of  sur- 
rendenng  up  himself  into  the  hands  of  God,  and  recited  to  them 
-  a  confession  of  his  faith,  and  exhorted  them  to  proceed  cheerfully 
in  that  work  which  the  Lord  had  committed  to  them.  He  gladly 
received  those  consolations  whereby  they  endeavoured  to  assuage 
his  pains,  and  heard  their  prayers  for  him  with  like  joy,  always 
adding,  that  he  was  much  refreshed  by  them.  ,  All  this  day  the 
time  seemed  very  long  to  him,  while  he  expected  the  coming  of 
his  son. 

“  How  afraid  am  I  (said  he)  that  I  shall  not  see  my  son !  it  is 
the  only  thing  I  desire  in  this  life.” 

When  he  was  wholly  given  up  by  the  physicians,  and  now  for 
I  many  days  had  neither  received  nor  voided  any  thing,  a  little  after 

noon,  a  good  man,  that  was  touched  with  our  affliction,  said  unto 
us,  that  it  seemed  a  very  wonderful  and  strange  thing  to  him,  that 
we  would  suffer  a  man  of  so  great  merit,  who' was  yet  strong  and 
hearty,  to  go  out  of  the  world  without  trying  of  any  remedies : 
adding,  that  he  knew  a  ^rson  that  was  held  with  the  same 
disease,  that  was  helped  by  baths  prescribed  by  a  surgeon  in  the 
*  city,  who  was  indeed  very  skilful  in  his  art.  This  person  there¬ 

fore  was  immediately  sent  for,  who  when  he  came,  finding  the 
sick  man  strong  enough  to  abide  the  use  of  that  remedy,  without 
delay  prepared  a  bath,  by  which  he  found  himself  much  eased, 
-and  his  pains  assuaged;  and  that  Monday  night,  he  had  a  better 
night  of  it  than  ordinary.  '  ' 
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The  next  day  in  the  morning-  they  repeated  the  bath,  after  which 
a  clyster  was  injected,  which  seemed  to  have  begun  its  work : 
all  that  were  about  the  sick  man  rejoiced,  and  bade  him  be  of  good 
courage,  promising  his  recovery  from  his  distemper;  and,  to 
say  the  trpth,  himself  began,  if  not  to  hope,  yet  at  least  to  think, 
it  might  be  so.  In  the  following  evening  the  bath  was  repeated 
again,  after  which  being  had  to  bed,  he  began  to  sleep  sweetly : 
but  had  scarcely  rested  half  an  hour,  before  he  was  awakened  by 
the  pain  of  his  side,  and  a  greater  tension  of  his  belly  than  before, 
and  the  access  of  a  fever.  Nothing  was  left  unattempted  for  his 
relief,  by  fomentations  and  unctions ;  but  all  was  to.  no  pur<- 
pose:  the  complaint  of  the  sick  man  was  increased,  and  he  was 
tired  out  and  afflicted  with  extraordinary  restlessness.  And  then 
his  niece  perceived  that  there  was  something  else  troubled  him 
more  than  the  pain  of  his  body ;  for  he,  remaining  silent,  groaned 
forth  most  bitter  sighs,  whereas  before,  the  more,  he  was  tor¬ 
mented  with  pain,  the  more  aixlently  did  he  use  to  pour  out. his 
prayers  to  God.  It  was  supper  time  when  she  was  left  with  him 
alone,  and  then  with  a  mournful  voice  he  asked,  “  Who  is  there, 
is  any  stranger  present?”  and  when  his  niece  had  told  him,  no: 
she  asked  him,  ^  Whence  doth  this  unusual  disquietude  proceed?^ 
you  seem  to  me  to  suffer  something  extraordinary ;  what  is 
become  of  that  cheerfulness  through  which  you  were  wont  to  pass 
through  your  pains  with  the  greatest  joy?* 

“  Alas!  (said  he)  he  is  departed  from  me  that  made  glad  my 
heart:  I  have  grieved  that  holy  Spirit  the  Comforter,  who  had 
filled  my  k)ul  with  peace  and  joy ;  I  have  been  so  wretched  and 
unhappy  as  to  give  ear  to  those  who  spake  unto  me  of  my  re¬ 
turning  into  this  world:  I  have  been  tickled  with  the  desire  of 
living:  and  how  could  such  a  thing  possibly  be,  after  the  fruits  of 
the  heavenly  Canaan  had  been  tasted  by  me,  and  I  had  by  ftuth 
taken  hold  of  supernatural  good  things?  what  is  now  necessary  to 
be  done?  whither  shall  I  go?  if  I  speak,  he  answers  not;  yea  he 
hath  taken  from  me  the  power  of  speaking:  ah,  sad  change.  An 
holy  fire  had  kindled  my  meditation,  but  now  vain  thoughts  hurry 
me  :  I  cannot  get  out  of  my  mind  an  old  satire,  and  such  like 
trifles.  Thus  while  I  am  at  death’s  door,  I  go  backwards.” 

And  here  casting  his  arms  about  her  neck,  he  thus  proceeded: 
“  My  dear  niece,  help  me,  continue  to  discourse  of  good  things 
with  me:  call  Upon  the  Comfoiter  to  return,  and  renew  that  ex¬ 
cellent  work  which  he  had  advanced  in  me.  O  return!  return  t 
confirm  me  with  thy  strength,  before  I  go  hence,  and  be  seen  no 
more.” 
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Then  she  suggested  to  him  those  places  of  scripture,  which 
by  the  divine  aid  were  brought  to  her  mind;  in  an&wer  to  which, 
every  moment  he  interposed  such  words,  as  made  it  evident  that 
his  soul  which  before  was  sinking  under  its  burden,  began  to 
gather  strength  and  comfort  again.  He  had  scarce  been  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  in  that  conflict,  before  he  fell  into  a  swoon,  which 
occasioned  the  hasty  calling  in  of  his  son,  who  was  come  to  him 
but  that  morning;  and  when  this  sinking  fit  was  over,  there  ap¬ 
peared  in  him  again  the  same  tranquillity  and  cheerfulness  of 
countenance  as  formerly:  and  seeing  those  of  his  own  household, 
with  some  friends  that  used  to  assist  him,  and  watch  with  him 
by  turns,  in  the  next  room,  he  attentively  fixed  his  eyes  upon 
'  each  of  them;  and  first  addressing  himself  to  his  wife: 

“  Farewel  (said  he)  my  dearest  yoke-fellow  !  we  have  lived 
together  in  peace  for  thirty  years;  and  I  thank  thee  for  thy  help, 
which  hath  been  a  great  comfort '  unto  me ;  for  I  did  cast  all 
domestic  cares  unto  thee :  continue  I  beseech  thee  to*  love  me 
my  children  with  that  pious  affection,  which  hitherto  thou  hast 
,  had  for  them.” 

Then  turning  his  speech  to  his  son,  he  said,  “  And  thou  my 
son!  love  and  honour  this  dearest  companion  of  my  life,  the  part¬ 
ner  of  all  my  joys  and  sorrows,  which  hath  done  the  duty  of  a 
mother  towards  thee;  this  I  desire  of  thee,  and  this  I  command 
thee,  as  thou  expectest  a  blessing  from  God  upon  what  I  have 
gotten  by  my  labour ;  divide  it  between  you  without  quarrelling 
or  contention,  according  to  what  is  just  and  right;  manage  all  thy 
affairs  with  all  lenity  and  Christian  prudence;  especially  pursue 
peace,  O  Frederick!  (for  that  was  his  son’s  name,  to  which  he 
alluded)  be  rich  in  peace.”  « 

Then  taking  hold  of  both  their ‘hands,  and- joining  them 
together:  Promise  me,  (said  he)  that  you  will  maintain  a  holy 

and  mutual  friendship  with  each  other.”  Which  when  they  had 
both  most  solemnly  promised  to  do,  “  I  believe  you  (said  he) 
for  I  have  not  cause  to  doubt  of  your  sincerity;  I  know  that  you 
fear  God,  and  that  my  last  commands  will  be  of  great  weight 
with  you ;  even  as  I  pray  God  that  he  will  make  my  blessing 
effectual  upon  you.”  "  • 

Then  turning  to  his  wife,  he  S2ud:  The  Lord  bless  thee,'my 
dear  love,  and  strengthen  thee;  he  is  a  husband  to  the  widow, 
and  a  father  of  the  fatherless.” 

And  to  his  son,  “  The  Almighty  Father  bless  thee,  my  son, 
guide  thee  in  all  thy  ways,  enrich  thee  with  all  Christian  virtues, 

*  They  were  his  childrea  by  a  former  wife,  for  he  had  none  by  her. 
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and  plentifully  make  thee  to  abound  in  all  spiritual  and  temporal  . 
blessings;  regard  not  the  world  nor  its  deceitful  hopes;  for  the 
world  passeth  away,  and  the  lust  thereof;  place  all  thy  felicity  in 
the  blessing  of  God:  be  strong  in  faith,  and  prepared  unto  every 
good  work.  Let  the  peace  of  God  dwell  in  thee,  and  make  thee 
■  peaceable  and  kind.  Those  infants,  which  I  commend  unto  thee, 
and  commit  to  thy  trust,  will  be  proper  subjects  for  thee  to  ex¬ 
ercise  thy  charity  upon.  I  appK)int  and  set  thee  over  not  only 
that  little  portion  which  I  leave  them,  but  especially  their  per¬ 
sons,  that  thou  mayest  take  care  of  their  instruction  and  educa¬ 
tion  in  piety  and  virtue;  that  they  may  be  fitted  for  that  service 
of  God,  which  their  nature  and  genius  renders  them  capable  of, 
and  especially  may  apply  themselves  to  the  worship  of  God.” 

And  then  taking  hold  of  the  hand  of  the  eldest  of  the  children,  « 
he  said,  Farewel  dear  child,  the  Lord  make  thee  a  good  and  a 
pious  man,  that  thou  mayest  (ill  up  the  place  of  thy  father  and  grand¬ 
father:  and  bless  thee  abundantly,  and  make  thy  studies  prosper¬ 
ous  unto  his  glory;  which  he  will  do  if  thou  diligently  call  upon 
him,  and  if  thou  study  to  be  diligent,  sober,  modest,  and  humbly 
obedient  unto  God  and  thy  superiors,  thy  uncle  in  particular,  who 
will  be  instead  of  a  father  to  thee.  Give  due  obedience  and  honour 
unto  thy  mother;  love  thy  brother  and  sister,  and  withdraw  thy^- 
self  from  the  company  of  young  persons  who  would  entice  thee 
unto  vice.” 

And  unto  his  niece  he  thus  spake:  ‘‘  Farewel  my  dear  niece, 
the  Lord  bless  thee !  we  have  a  kindred  in  the  heavens  which  will 
endure  for  ever.” 

[This  eminently  holy  man  survived  several  days  after  the 
period  to  which  the  preceding  account  extends;  and  during  the 
whole  time  his  spiritual  comfort  and  support  remained  without 
abatement.  The  narrative,  however,  which  is  given  of  his  exer¬ 
cises  is  so  similar  to  what  has  already  been '  exhibited  that  we 
shall  not  insert  it,  except  so  far  as  relates  to  the  close  the 
whole,  which  is  as  follows.] 

About  three  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  Saturday,  January  7, 
his  wife  came  near  to  him,  and  beholding  in  his  ^countenance  the 
image  of  death,  she  cheerfully  said:  ‘  Farewell,  my  deal*!  go  re¬ 
joicing  into  eternal  life.’ 

About  half  an  hour  after  eight  the  colour  of  his  face  was  whoHy 
«  changed,  and  convulsive  motions  came  on:  then  his  niece  asked 
him,  if  he  yet  had  his  understanding.  “  Alas  (said  he)  speak:” 
fas  complaining  of  their  silence:)  then  stud  she,  ‘  I  pray  you  do 


you  still  feel  the  sense  of  inward  joy?*  to  which  he  replied  intelli¬ 
gibly  enough,  ‘‘  Yea:  my  confidence  is  firm  in  me.**  Then 
making  a  sign,  that  he  would  be  raised  a  little;  his  son  and  his 
niece  on  each  side  enfolding  their  arms  about  him,  lifted  him 
higher:  then  fixing  his  eyes  awhile  upon  them,  he  said,  “  Help 
me;  I  am  going.”  Accordingly,  the  Lord  bringing  to  their  mind 
many  choice  scriptures  apt  for  the  occasion,  they  by  turns  pro¬ 
posed  them  to  him;  and  he  received  them  with  great  joy;  adding 
So  it  is:**  and  “  Amen.”  Often  also  he  would  pronounce  him¬ 
self  the  last  words  of  that  portion  of  scripture,  which  they  were 
rehearsing  to  him;  as  in  Psalm  xxxvi.  “  How  excellent  is  thy 
loving  kindness^  O  God!  therefore' do  the  of  menfiut  their  trust 
under  the  shadow  of  thy  wings:  thou  wilt  abundantly  satisfy  them 
with  the  fatness  of  thy  house^  and  make  them  to  drink  qf  the  rivers  of 
thy  fileasures;*'  which  last  sentence  he  rehearsed  himself  in  the 
French  metre.  And  the  same  he  did  from  Psalm  Ixv.  4.  “  Blessed 
is  the  man  whom  thou  choosest^  and  causest  to  afifiroach  unto  thee^ 
that  he  may  dnvell  in  thy  courts:  we  shall  be  abundantly  satisfied  with 
the  goodness  of  thy  house^^  even  of  thy  holy  temfile.** 

Then  his  son  said,  ‘  1  am  sorry  that  we  are  alone.*  “  I  am 
hot  alone  (said  he)  God  is  with  me.**  ‘  Be  you  then  an  evangelist 
to  yourself,  (said  his  son)  forasmuch  as  you  have  received  the 
ministry  of  reconciliation,  deliver  the  tidings  of  peace  to  your 
own  soul.* 

That  I  do  (saith  he)  my  soul  believes.**  ‘  Then  fear  nothing; 
He  that  believes  in  Jesus  Christ  shall  never  perish;’  he  added, 
But  shall  have  eternal  life.**  While  prayers  were  making  for 
Jiim  in  this  last  combat  with  the  pains  of  death,  at  the  end  of 
almost  evsry  sentence  he  would  interpose  some  word  or  words, 
expressing  the  sense  of  his  mind  with  respect  to  those  petitions. 
As  thus,  O  great  God,  send  thy  spirit  of  consolation;  “  He  is  al¬ 
ready  come:**  and  give  unto  thy  servant  the  sense  of  thy.  love, 
That  he  hath  done;**  give  unto  him  the  garment  of  salvation. 
He  hath  given  it;**  all  is  well,  enter  tlierefore  thou  good  servant 
into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord,  he  calleth  thee.  (At  which  words  he 
raised  lip  himself  and  stretched  forth  his  arms:)  also  O  Lord 
strengthen  more  and  more  the  faith  of  thy  servant  in  this  last 
agony,  let  him  see,  let  him  hear  thy  voice,  let  him  raise  up  him¬ 
self,  and  take  hold  on  eternal  life,  “  Yea!  I  am  of  good  comfort.** 
Let  us  go  to  the  throne  of  grace,  that  we  may  obtain  mercy,  “  It 
is  done  :**  leave  therefore  with  a  joyful  mind  tliis  body  to  the 
earth,  and  yield  up  thy  spirit  into  the  hands  of  God,  “  Who  hath 
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given  it.”  take  hold  of  the  shield  of  faith;  yea  put  on  the  whole 
armour  of  God;  “  I  have  it.” 

Then  he  began  himself  to  recite  those  words,  “  /  have  fought 
a  good fght**  &c.  And  when  one  had  repeated  what  follows,  and 
came  to  those  words,  which  God  the  righteous  Judge  wU give;  he 
added,  “  He  will  do  it.”  And  when  one  said;  ‘  Behold  the  last 
moment  of  deliverance  I  O  God  give  wings  unto  thy  servant;  open 
thy  paradise  unto  him;  let  hyn  be  received  unto  the  beholding  of 
thy  face !’  he  added,  With  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect.” 

‘  Let  him  receive  the  white  stone,  and  the.  hidden  manna;  and  let 
him  bear  his  part  in  that  new  song  which  none  understands  but 
he  that  sings  it.’  To  which  he  said,  “  Amen!” 

In  these  last  moments  there  came  in  some  of  his  friends  who 
were  witnesses  of  his  happy  departure:  but  the  ministers  above 
named^  viz.  l^ydius  and  Hulsius  came  too  late  to  hear  him  speak 
any  thing.  Howbeit  a  short  prayer  was  made  for  him;  after 
which,  when  he  had  abode  awhile  with  his  eyes  fixed,  and  his 
hands  lifted  up  towards  heaven;  one  of  the  standers  by  said;  ‘  I 
am  persuaded  this  man  doth  already  enjoy  the  vision  of  God,* 
whereupon  he  earnestly  endeavoured  to  utter  the  word,  yea!  and 
almost  in  the  same  moment  sweetly  breathed  forth  his  soul,  about 
half  an  hour  after  nine  o’clock  on  Saturday  morning,  being  Janu¬ 
ary  7,  1651,  after  he  had  lived  seventy -eight  years,  six  months, 
and  five  days. 

Mr.  Leigh  calls  him  a  learned  and  godly  French  divine,  and 
says  of  him,  that  he  hath  very  well  expounded  Genesis,  Exodus, 
the  prophetical  Psalms,  and  Hosea,  and  wrote  learnedly  against  the 
papists  in  his  Catholicus  Orthodoxus,  and  against  Grotius.  Cri- 
ticus  sacer,  seu  censura  Patrum,  Isagoge  in  S.  Scripturam,  Sy¬ 
nopsis  doctrina  de  natura  et  gratia:  with  other  learned  treatises 
Latin  and  French.  Another  great  divine  used  to  call  him,  ‘  A 
man  beyond  all  praise,  and  the  most  burning  and  shining  Light 
of  the  French  and  Dutch  churches.’  Doubtless,  he  now  shines, 
as  the  stars  in  the  firmament,  and  shall  shine  for  ever  and  ever ! 

RELIGIOUS  AND  MORAL  DISCUSSIONS. 

THE  CHARGE. 

[  Concluded  from  fiage  511.] 

It  is  now  time  to  observe  that  out  of  the  pulpit  your  duty  to 
pastors  will  consist  in  exercising  discipline,  which  you  are  to  do 
ftkithfully,  carefully,  tenderly,  firmly,  and  impartially:  in  visiting 


your  people  from  house  to  house^  that  you  may  admonish  those 
who  are  remiss  in  Christian  duty,  that  you  may  endeavour  to  im¬ 
prove  providential  dispensations,  that  you  may  strive  to  heal  dis¬ 
contents  and  divisions,  and  especially  that  you  may  pay  attention 
to  the  sick  and  afflicted.  By  these  private  and  personal  applica¬ 
tions,  not  only  may  much  good  be  done  immediately,  but  by  them 
you  will  more  fully  learn  the  state-  and  circumstances  of  your 
flock,  and  thus  be  better  prepared  to  speak  suitably  in  public. 

Catechising,  also,  is  a  most  important  duty,  which  ought  by 
no  means  to  be  neglected,  especially  among  children  and  youth. 
It  is  only  by  indoctnnating  them  in  the  great  principles  of  religion 
by  catechetical  instruction,  that  they  can  ever  be  prepared  to 
hear,  with  full  advantage,  the  discourses  you  deliver  in  public:  and 
it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  neglect  of  this  duty  is  one  prin¬ 
cipal  cause  of  the  mournful  declension  of  religion  in  our  land. 

As  ministers  of  the  church  of  Christ  you  are  also  to  remem¬ 
ber  that  the  judicatures  of  that  church  have  a  demand  upon  you; 
that  it  is  as  much  your  duty  to  attend  upon  them  as  to  preach  to 
your  people;  and  that  nothing  but  difficulties  really  insurmount¬ 
able  should  prevent  your  attendance.  No  minister  in  our  con¬ 
nexion  has  been  known  by  me,  who  was  either  very  useful  or 
very  respectable,  that  did  not  give  his  presence  at  presbytery, 
synod  or  assembly,  whenever  that  duty  became  incumbent.  The 
reason  of  this  seems  to  be,  that  a  neglect  in  this  particular  cannot 
take  place  without  indicating  in  him  who  is  chargeable  with  it  a 
criminal  want  of  zeal  for  the  general  interests  of  the  church;  and 
at  the  same  time  it  necessarily  deprives  him  of  all  general  influ^* 
ence,  confidence,  esteem  and  affection,  among  his  brethren. 

III.  A  very  few  words  on  your  general  character  and  deport¬ 
ment  as  ministers  of  Christ  will  now  conclude  what  I  have  to  offer 
to  you.  Be  it,  then,  most  deeply  impressed  on  your  memory,  that 
all  your  preaching  and  teaching  will  be  utterly  lost;  nay,  will  be 
likely  to  do  more  harm  than  good,  if  your  own  life  and  prac¬ 
tice  be  contrary  to  the  gospel.  Example  has  greater  influence 
than  precept,  and  we  never  shall  persuade  others  that  we  believe 
what  we  say,  when  we  deliver  the  great  truths  of  religion,  if  it  be 
manifest  that  they  have  no ‘effect  upon  ourselves.  Be  watchful 
and  prayerful,  therefore,  that  you  may  recommend  the  doctrines 
which  you  teach  by  such  a  holy  and  examplary  life  as  shall  de¬ 
monstrate  that  you  consider  them  as  the  most  sacred  and  im¬ 
portant  realities.  In  every  method,  and  by  every  mean  in  your 
power,  endeavour  ^  so  to  make  your  light  shine  before  men  that 
they  may  see  your  good  works  and  glorify  your  Father  who  is  in 


hemven.”  Be  careful  to  support  the  consistency  of  the  ministerial 
character^  by  avoiding  all  those  levitieSf  which  dishonour  and  de« 
grade  it,  and  by  shunning  with  equal  caution  that  moroseness 
and  severity  which  may  engender  prejudices  agsunst  it.  Re¬ 
member  that  prudence  is  a  prime  virtue  in  a  minister  of  the 
gospel,  and  endeavour  to  exercise  it  in  every  concern  that  relates 
to  yourselves,  to  your  families^  and  to  your  flocks.  Be  meek  and 
humble,  be  kind  and  affectionate,  be  firm  and  impartial;  thus  will 
you  be  most  likely  to  secure  tlie  love  and  respect  of  those  com¬ 
mitted  to  your  charge,  and  to  do  them  the  good  you  wish:  and 
thus,  when  you  receive  censure  and  injury  (which  in  one  degree 
or  another  you  must  expect  to  receive)  you  will  be  supported  by 
the  testimony  of  a  good  conscience;  and  be  able,  as  the  apostle 
was,  to  “  take  pleasure  in  reproaches,  in  necessities,  in  persecu¬ 
tions,  in  distresses  for  Christ’s  sake.” 

Hear  now  the  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter,  not  in  my 
words,  but  in  words  dictated  by  the  Holy  Ghost;  and  directed  to 
each  of  you  most  unquestionably. 

^  Be  thou  an  example  of  the  believers  in  word,  in  conversa¬ 
tion,  in  charity,  in  spirit,  in  faith,  in  purity.  I  charge  thee  be¬ 
fore  God  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  who  shall  judge  the  quick 
and  the  dead  at  his  appearing  and  his  kingdom,  that  thou  observe 
these  things.  Preach  the  word,  be  instant  in  season,  out  of  season; 
reprove,  rebuke,  exhort,  with  all  long  suffering  and  doctrine.” 
My  dear  young  brethren,  this  is  a  weighty  charge;  it  would  be 
intolerable,  were  it  not  for  the  supporting  consideration  which 
bore  up  him  who  first  penned  the  words;— Through  Christ 
strengthening  me  I  can  do  all  things.”  Blessed  Jesus  I  thou 
knowest  the  burdens  which  thy  ministers  have  to  bear,  and  there¬ 
fore  in  their  very  commission  thou  hast  promised  them  help;  al¬ 
mighty  help;  “  Lo  1  am  with  you  always  even  to  the  end  of  the 
world.”  Go  to  your  work,  brethren,  in  the  strength  of  Christ, 
and  you  shall  find  his  service,  laborious  indeed,  but  yet  pleasant 
and  delightful;  and  when  he  w'ho  is  the  Chief  Shepherd  shall 
appear,  you  shall  also  appear  with  him  in  glory.” 

People  of  this  congregation: 

Sustaining  the  pastoral  relation  to  you,  in  common  with  my 
young  friend  who  has  just  been  installed  as  your  minister,  there 
are  some  things  which  it  behoves  me  to  say  that  may  appear  to 
trespass  on  that  reserve  which  ought  generally  to  govern  us 
when  our  own  interests  may  be  supposed  to  be  concerned.  On 
this  account  1  could  have  wished  that  this  service  had  ^  een  as¬ 
signed  to  another.  But  as  my  bretheren  have  seen  meet  to  de- 
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volvc  it  upon  me,  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  modify  it  from  per¬ 
sonal  considerations,  but  shall  endeavour  to  perform  it  as  I  should 
if  I  had  no  particular  connexion  with  you. 

There  are,  also,  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  other  congre-' 
gations  present,  who  are  concerned  in  the  solemn  transaction  in 
which  we  are  engaged,  and  who  may  consider  me  as  addressing 
them,  in  anticipation,  of  the  relation  which  is  expected  speedily 
to  subsist  between  them  and  the  pastors  of  their  choice  just  or¬ 
dained. 

Brethren, 

You  have  heard  detailed  the  duties  of  those  who  are  to  take 
charge  of  you  in  the  gospel  of  Christ,  and  1  am  confident  that  you 
feel  for  them  most  sensibly,  in  the  view  of  what  they  are  bound 
by  such  sacred  injunctions  to  perform.  Cherish  a  degree  of  this 
sympathy  through  the  whole  of  their  ministrations  among  you, 
and  it  will  engage  you  to  the  faithful,  cheerful,  and  diligent  dis¬ 
charge  of  the  duties  that  you  owe  them.  Keep  it  in  mind  that 
these  duties  are  as  important  to  you  as  their’s  are  to  them. 
There  are  some  who  seem  to  suppose  that  every  fault  of  a  cler¬ 
gyman  is  great  and  inexcusable,  and  yet  to  think,  that  it  is  a 
matter  of  indifference,  or  of  choice,  whether  their  people  perform 
their  engagements  and  obligations  to  their  pastors  or  not.  This 
is  an  idea  equally  ungenerous  and  unjust  The  parties  are  mutu¬ 
ally  bound;  their  obligations,,  as  I  have  already  stated,  are  cor¬ 
relative.  I  will  endeavour  briefly  to  show  how  your’s  arise  out  of 
those  which  your  pastors  owe  to  you. 

1st.  If  it  be  their  duty  to  dispense  the  gospel  faithfully,  it  is 
your’s  fjuthfully  to  attend  on  their  ministry,  and  to  use  your  best 
endeavours  to  give  success  to  their  labours.  Be  mindful  of  the 
apk)stolic  injunction;  “  Forsake  not  the  assembling  of  yourselves 
together  as  the  manner  of  some  is.*’  With  what  heart  can  the 
ministers  of  the  gospel  study,  or  with  what  spirit  can  they  preach, 
if  they  see  the  church  deserted  by  a  great  part  of  those  who 
ought  to  be  there?  Notliing  so  effectually  as  this  will  damp  their 
ardour  and  unnerve  their  souls.  But  it  is  a  consideration  still 
more  important,  that  your  own  souls  are  endangered  by  such 
neglect.  Wilfully  or  carelessly  to  be  absent  from  the  hearing  of 
the  gospel,  is  a  sin  of  no  inferior  size.  It  grieves  the  Spirit  of 
grace,  and  provokes  him  to  give  up  to  judicial  barrenness  and 
blindness  those  who  thus  despise  the  messages  of  peace.  Realize 
it,  then,  that  whenever  it  is  the  duty  of  your  ministers  to  preach, 
it  is  equally  your  duty  to  hear,  unless  necessity  forbid  you;  and  be 
punctual,  steady,  and  diligent,  in  an  attendance  on  their  labours. 
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Let  me,  also,  exhort  you  in  the  words  of  .Christ  to  Take 
heed  wiiat  you  hear — and  how  your  hear.”  Be  willing  and  desirous 
to  hear  the  unadulterated  doctrines  of  the  gospel;  the  doctrines  of 
Christ  crucified;  to  hear  them  faithfully  and  frequently  urged;  and 
remember  too  that  for  the  improvement  you  make  of  them  you 
must  render  a  solemn  and  strict  account  at  the  judgment  seat  of 
that  Saviour  who  published  them  at  the  expense  of  his  own  pre¬ 
cious  blood. 

You  are  likewise  to  second  the  endeavours  of  your  pastors  to 
promote  the  spiritual  edification  of  your  families,  by  instructing 
them  yourselves,  and  thus  endeavouring  to  propare  them  for  re¬ 
ceiving  benefit  from  ministerial  labours.  Striking  is  the  remark 
which  one  of  the  ablest  divines  of  this  age  has  made  on  this  sub¬ 
ject.*-  “  Is  it  not  hard  (says  he)  that  when  many  are  so  ready  to 
find  fault  with  every  neglect  of  ministers,  and  sometimes  to  expect 
more  work  from  one  than  ten  can  perform,  they  should  take  so 
little  pains  in  their  families,  these  smaller  districts  which  are 
committed  to  their  own  charge.”  By  family  religion,  then,  en-’ 
deavour  with  diligence  to  help  forward,  and  to  give  effect  to,  the 
instnictions  of  your  pastors. 

2d.  If  your  ministers  have,  as  they  certainly  have,  a  most  ar¬ 
duous  trust,  in  the  successful  discharge  of  which  your  souls  are 
concerned,  then  it  is  your  duty  to  pray  continually  that  they  may 
be  directed  and  assisted,  and  that  their  labours  may  be  crowned 
with  success.  How  often  does  St.  Paul  repeat  the  exhortation  to 
all  the  churches  to  which  he  w  rote:  “  Brethren  pray  for  us.”  It 
is  in  answer  to  the  prayers  of  his  people  that  God  blesses  the 
labours  of  his  servants.  He,  therefore,  does  not  deserve  the  name 
of  a  chris.tian,  who  neglects^his  duty,  or  whose  apparent  per¬ 
formance  of  it  is  mere  formality.  Pray  for.  your  ministers) 
brethren,  I  had  almost  said,  whenever  you  pray  for  yourselves. 
Pray  for  them  in  secret,  pray  for  them  in  your  families ;  never 
enter  the  doors  of  God’s  house,  without  having  earnestly  prayed 
for  a  blessing  on  the  word  that  you  and  others  are  to  hear  from 
them  there.  True  is  the  remark,  however  trite,  that  a  praying 
people  will  make  a  preaching  minister. 

3d.  If  it  is  a  duty  of  the  pastoral  office  to  administer  reproof 
and  to  exercise  discipline,  it  is  the  duty  of  people  to  submit  to  this, 
when  suitably  performed,  with  readiness  and  even  with  thankful¬ 
ness.  Christ’s  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world,  and  God  forbid  that  ’ 
we  should  ever  wish  to  see  the  power  of  the  sword  committed  to 
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the  church.  But  when  the  officers  of  the  church  inflict  its  moral 
and  religious  censures  justly,  though  a  careless  world  and  an  un¬ 
believing  age  may  affect  to  despise  them,  they  are  really  more 
awful  than  any  temporal  punishments.  Christ  the  great  head  of 
the  church  sanctions  them,  and  they  are  the  harbingers  of  an  eter¬ 
nal  retribution.  Reverence  them,  therefore,  brethren,  that  they 
may  become,  what  they  were  intended  to  be,  a  salutary  discipline, 
to  correct  the  wanderings  of  your  souls. 

4th.  If  the  trust  of  your  pastors  be  arduous  and  their  cha¬ 
racter  easily  susceptible  of  a  stain,  then  they  have  a  sacred  claim 
upon  their  people  to  make  them  reasonable  allowances,  and 
to  shield  them  from  unjust  aspersions.  To  observe  a  tender 
and  sympathetic  spirit  among  those  of  whom  he  has  the  charge 
will  ever  be  a  most  grateful  and*  encouraging  circumstance  to  any 
minister  of  the  gospel  who  possesses  a  soul  of  sensibility.  It  will 
animate  him  to  double  diligence.  It  will  make  him  bear  every 
difficulty,  not  only. with  patience,  but  with  pleasure,  in  the  service 
'  of  such  a  people.  On  the  contrary,  it  must  require  the  constant 
exercise  of  a  martyr’s  faith  to  discharge,  with  suitable  fidelity, 
the  duties  of  the  ministerisl  trust,  to  an  unfeeling,  unreasonable, 
and  ungrateful  flock.  I  admit,  indeed,  that  every  minister  ought 
to  be  able  to  say  with  the  apostle,  “  I  am  willing  to  spend  and  to  be 
spent  for  you,  though  the  more  I  love  you  the  less  I  be  loved;”  but 
it  should  be  remembered,  notwithstanding  ,  that  this  is  a  high  attain- 
.  ment,  which  is  rarely  made  in  fact,  and  that  the  people  who  call  a 
minister  to  this  trial  are  likely  to  have  but  very  little  benefit  from 
his  labours.  Mistake  me  not,  my  brethren.  For  a  man,  in  the  sa¬ 
cred  office,  whose  general  character  is  bad  we  plead  for  no  indul¬ 
gence.  He  merits  the  abhorrence  of  all,  and  let  him  receive  it. 
But  when  you  have  no  reason  to  doubt,  either  the  piety  or  the 
general  fidelity  of  those  who  are  placed  “  over  you  in  the  Lord,” 
be  tender  of  their  character,  even  though  there  be  some  things 
that  you  could  wish  otherwise.  Ministers  of  the  gospel  are 
“  men  of  like  passions  with  yourselves:”  As  on  this  account  it  is 
but  rational  to  expect  that  they  will  have  their  failings,  so  he  who 
loves  the  religion  of  Christ  will  be  cautious  not  to  magnify  and 
expose  those  failings,  lest  he  injure  his  Saviour’s  cause  while  he 
is  bitter  against  its  imperfect  advocates.  Be  it,  then,  a  matter  of 
conscience  with  you  to  repel  injurious  suggestions  against  your 
pastors:  forbear  them  yourselves  and  discourage  them  in  others. 
Thus  will  you  strengthen  their  han  and  obey  the  divine  com¬ 
mand,  which  requires  that  you  ‘‘  esteem  them  very  highly  in  love 
for  their  works’  sake.” 


5thly,  Finally.  If  your  pastors  ought  to  employ  their  whole 
time  and  talents  in  the  service  of  your  souls,  then  it  is  an  indispen¬ 
sable  duty  that  you  owe  to  them,  to  make  provision  for  their 
comfortable  worldly  maintenance.  Hear  the  word  of  God ; 

“  If  we  have  sown  unto  you  spiritual  things,  is  it  a  great  thing  if 
we  shall  reap  your  carnal  things  ?  Do  ye  not  know  that  they 
which  minister  about  holy  things  live  of  the  things  of  the  tem¬ 
ple?  and  they  which  wait  at  the  altar  are  partakers  with  the  altar? 
Even  so  hath  the  Lord  ordained  that  they  which  preach  the  gos¬ 
pel  should  live  of  the  gospel.”  Here  it  is  asserted  in  the  most 
explicit  terms  to  be  God’s  ordinance  that  they  who  preach  the 
gospel  shall  live  of  the  gospel;  and  if  God  hath  ordained  it, 
^ho  or  where  is  he  that  will  gain  say  it?  Neither  is  the  ordinance 
less  beneficial  to  those  who  are  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  a 
minister,  than  it  is  to  him  who  is  to  receive  it ;  for  a  people  rob 
themselves  whenever  they  render  their  pastor  uncomfortable  in 
his  worldly  affairs. — They  rob  themselves  of  that  time  whi^h  they 
compel  him  to  spend  in  the  world,  and  of  tiiose  mental  exertions  . 
which  they  oblige  him  to  divert  from  their  service  to  the  devising 
and  executing  of  plans  for  his  own  subsistence. 

•  Thus,  bretheren,  have  I  briefly  exhibited  the  sacred  obligations 
which  you  are  under  to  your  pastors:— -And  now  the  “  God  of  peace 
that  brought  again  from  the  dead  our  Lord  Jesus,  that  great 
shephei^  of  the  sheep,  through  the  blood  of  the  everlasting  cove¬ 
nant,  make  you  perfect  in  every  good  work  to  do  his  will,  work¬ 
ing  in  you  that  which  is  well  pleasing  in  his  sight  through  Jesus 
Christ;  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever,  amen.” 

OF  ENOCH. 
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The  words  of  the  historian,  “  Enoch  walked  with  God,”  are 
explained  by  the  apostle,  when  he  says,  that  “  he  pleased  God.^ 
But  without  faith,  it  is  impossible  to  please  him :  for  he  that 
cometh  to  God  must  believe  that  he  is,  and  that  he  is  the  re¬ 
warder  of  them  that  diligently  seek  him.”  As  soon  could  Enoch 
doubt  of  his  own  existence,  as  of  the  existence  of  his  Maker. 
Attentively  did  he  examine  his  works,  devoutly  did  he  meditate 
upon,  and  endeavour  to  conform  his  life  unto,  his  wo^,  received 
traditionally  or  immediately,  and  his  works  and  word  were  me¬ 
diums  of  communication  between  the  creature  and  the  Creator. 

The  learning  of  Enoch  is  much  spoken  of,  particularly  his 
deep  and  accurate  researches  into  astronomy  and  natural  history. 


Tfic  heavens  and  the  earth  were,  to  him,  an  open  volume,  in 
which  the  attributes  of  the  invisible  God,  were  strongly  i^arked: 
the  celestial  bodies  in  their  regular  courses,  vegetation  in  its 
Variegating  progress,  pronounced  Ji  hovah^a  name  intelligibly  in 
his  ear;  the  immense  multitude  of  creatures  whose  organization 
is  well  adapted  to  the  spheres  in  which  they  are  intended  to  move, 
and  the  admirable  contrivance  which  has  placed  within  their 
reachv  when  moving  in  their  proper  spheres,  whatever  tends  to 
their  sustenance  and  comfort,  were  satisfactory  evidences  of  the 
wisdom,  power,  and  goodness  of  God. 

The  sun  speaks  of  God's  glory;  the  tempest  of  his  power;  the 
refreshing  breeze  of  his  mercy;  change,  sickness,  and  death  vin¬ 
dicate  his  justice;  stability,  health  and  safety,  give  assurances  of 
his  kindness  and  care:  Enoch  listened  to  the  sun  speaking  of  his 
glory;  he  was  taught  his  power  from  the  tempest ;  his  mercy 
from  the  refreshing  breeze ;  he  acknowledged  the  vindication  of 
his  justice  in  change,  sickness,  and  death;  but  from  health,  stabi¬ 
lity  and  safety  he  received  assurances  of  his  kindness  and  care. 

How  uncomfortable  must  their  lives  be  to  whom  all  things 
are  supposed  to  come  by  chance !  In  prosperity  they  have  no  real 
enjoyment;  in  adversity  they  have  no  solid  hope.  Suspense 'agi¬ 
tates  their  minds..  It  distracts  them  to  think  in. what  the  wild 
uproar  shall  issue;  but  faith  like  Enoch's,  which  realizes  the  Eter¬ 
nal  presiding  over  the  storm,  calming  the  tumult  of  the  people, 
permitting  the  attack  of  disease  and  death,  and  qualifying  the 
attack  to  effect  wise  and  gracious  purposes,  soothes  the  mind,  and 
awakens  peace  and  joy  which  are  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory. 
Such  are  glad,  because  the  Lord  reigneth:  the  springs  of  their 
consolation  are  deep  and  permanent. 

From  the  first,  God  has  been  pleased  to  communicate  the 
knowledge  of  himself  to  men  by  his  word  as  well  as  by  his  works. 
Hence  their  acquaintance  with  the  creation  of  the  world,  and  the 
destination  of  man;  with  the  origin  of  evil,  and  the  Providence  by 
which  evil  should  be  made  subservient  to  the  purposes  of  heaven. 
These  truths  were  known  to  Adam.  I  ne  creation  of  the  world 
was  revealed  to  his  faith,  and  the  destination  of  .man.  He  knew 
from  sad  experience  the  origin  of  evil,  and  was  comforted  with 
the  assurance  of  a  Providence  by  which  evil  should  be,  in  some 
instances,  extirpated,  and  in  all  issue  in  the  glory  of^  God.  Frpni 
him,  as  fi’om  a  fountain,  a  stream  of  knowledge  issued  pure  and 
unadulterated.  Enoch  drank  of  that  stream  and  was  refreshed; 
of  the  revelations  communicated  through  Adam,  or  derived  from 
Other  sources  he  entertsujied  no  doubt;  many  things  in  these  reve- 


lations  were  mysterious,  affording  matter  for  scorn  and  iherri'- 
ment  to  the  infidel  of  that  day.  Enoch  was  .establish^  in  the 
faith;  his  faith,  assaulted  on  every  side,  could  no  more  be  mov¬ 
ed,  than  the  rock  upon  which  the  •  funous  waves  impetuously 
dash,  and  fall  back  broken  to  pieces. 

Such  a  life  as  Enoch  desired  to  live,  is  the  life  for  which  we 
were  originally  intended.  A  wicked  life  is  a  deviation  from  the 
path  marked  out  for  men,  and  such  a  total  perversion  of  God’s  de¬ 
signs  concerning  us,  that  it  can  only  issue  in  disgrace  and  ruin; 
but  a  life  of  faith  and  obedience  restores  us  to  the  right  path,  and 
must  issue  in  honour  and  safety.  How  awkwardly  wickedness 
sits  on  a  man;  it  presses  and  torments  him;  he  is  out  of  his  ele¬ 
ment,  ever  convulsed,  and  at  the  point  of  death :  but  holiness  sits 
easy  on  him;  it  is  a  defence  and  an  ornament;  he  is  in  his  cle- 
ment>  where  he  lives,  and  where  he  can  live  for  ever. 

PHILOLOGOS. 

SELECTIONS. 

AN  EXTRACT  FROM  THE  CHRISTIAN  HERO,  PUBLISHED  IN  1738. 

There  was  nothing  in  our  Saviour’s  own  deportment,  or  in 
the  principles  he  introduced  for  our  conduct,  but  what  was  so  far 
from  opposing,  .that  they  might  naturally  fall  in  with  the  statutes 
or  forms  of  any  civil  government  whatever,  and  regarded  them 
no  otherwise  than  to  make  us  more  obedient  to  them :  yet  the 
professors  of  this  doctrine  were  told  they  were  to  meet  but  very 
little  quarter,  for  the  acceptable  service  they  were  to  do  them, 
but  must  lay  down  their  very  lives  to  bring  us  to  a  contempt  of 
their  grandeur  in  comparison  of  greater  and  higher  pursuits:  in 
order  to  this  great  end,  their  despicable  artillei7  were  poverty 
and  meekness;  the  consideration  therefore  of  those  arms  is  no  di¬ 
gression  from  our  purpose:  it  is  in  every  body’s  observation  with 
what  disadvantage  a  poor  man  enters  upon  the  most  ordinary 
affairs,  much  more  disputing  with  the  whole  wwld,  and  in  con¬ 
tradiction  of  the  rich,  that  is,  the  wise;  for  as  certsunly  as  wealth 
i  gives  acceptance  and  grace  to  all  that  its  possessor  says  or  does, 
so  poverty  creates  disesteem,  scorn  and  prejudice  to  all  the.  un¬ 
dertakings  of  the  indigent:  the  necessitous  man  has  neither 
hands,  lips,  nor  understanding,  for  his  own  or  friend’s  use,  but  is  in 
the  same  condition  with  the  sick,  with  this  difierence  only, that  he  is 


Tfic  heavens  and  the  earth  were,  to  him,  an  open  volume,  in 
which  the  attributes  of  the  invisible  God,  were  strongly  lyarked: 
the  celestial  bodies  in  their  regular  courses,  vegetation  in  its 
variegating  progress,  pronounced  Jt  hov'ah^s  name  intelligibly  in 
his  ear;  the  immense  multitude  of  creatures  whose  organization 
is  well  adapted  to  the  spheres  in  which  they  are  intended  to  movci 
and  the  admirable  contrivance  which  has  placed  within  their 
reachi  when  moving  in  their  proper  spheres,  whatever  tends  to 
their  sustenance  and  comfort,  were  satisfactory  evidences  of  the 
wisdom,  power,  and  goodness  of  God. 

The  sun  speaks  of  God's  glory;  the  tempest  of  his  power;  the 
refreshing  breeze  of  his  mercy;  change,  sickness,  and  death  vin¬ 
dicate  his  justice;  stability,  health  and  safety,  give  assurances  of 
his  kindness  and  care:  Enoch  listened  to  the  sun  speaking  of  his 
glory;  he  was  taught  his  power  from  the  tempest;  his  mercy 
from  the  refreshing  breeze ;  he  acknowledged  the  vindication  of 
his  justice  in  change,  sickness,  and  death;  but  from  health,  stabi¬ 
lity  and  safety  he  received  assurances  of  his  kindness  and  care. 

How  uncomfortable  must  their  lives  be  to  whom  all  things 
are  supposed  to  come  by  chance  1  In  prosperity  they  have  no  real 
enjoyment;  in  adversity  they  have  no  solid  hope.  Suspense 'agi¬ 
tates  their  minds..  It  distracts  them  to  think  in. what  the  wild 
uproar  shall  issue;  but  faith  like  Enoch's,  which  realizes  the  Eter¬ 
nal  presiding  over  the  storm,  calming  the  tumult  of  the  people, 
permitting  the  attack  of  disease  and  death,  and  qualifying  the 
attack  to  effect  wise  and  gracious  purposes,  soothes  the  mind,  and 
awakens  peace  and  joy  which  are  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory. 
Such  are  glad,  because  the  Lord  reigneth;  the  springs  of  their 
consolation  are  deep  and  permanent. 

From  the  first,  God  has  been  pleased  to  communicate  the 
knowledge  of  himself  to  men  by  his  word  as  well  as  by  his  works. 
Hence  their  acquaintance  with  the  creation  of  the  world,  and  the 
destinMion  of  man;  with  the  origin  of  evil,  and  the  Providence  by 
which  evil  should  be  made  subservient  to  the  purposes  of  heaven. 
These  truths  were  known  to  Adam.  Ine  creation  of  the  world 
was  revealed  to  his  faith,  and  the  destination  of  man.  He  knew 
from  sad  experience  the  origin  of  evil,  and  was  comforted  with 
the  assurance  of  a  Providence  by  which  evil  should  be,  in  some 
instances,  extirpated,  and  in  all  issue  in  the  glory  of^  God.  Erpiri 
him,  as  from  a  fountain,  a  stream  of  knowledge  issued  pure  and 
unadulterated.  Enoch  drank  of  that  stream  and  was  refreshed; 
of  the  revelations  communicated  through  Adam,  or  derived  from 
Other  sources  he  entertsujied  no  doubt;  many  thing^s  in  these  reve- 
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latlons  were  mysterious,  affording  matter  for  scorn  and  Therri'- 
ment  to  the  infidel  of  that  day.  Enoch  was  established  in  the 
faith;  his  faith,  assaulted  on  every  side,  could  no  more  be  mov¬ 
ed,  than  the  rock  upon  which  the  furious  waves  impetuously 
dash,  and  fall  back  broken  to  pieces. 

Such  a  life  as  Enoch  desired  to  live,  is  the  life  for  which  we 
were  originally  intended.  A  wicked  life  is  a  deviation  from-the 
path  marked  out  for  men,  and  such  a  total  perversion  of  Goti’s  de¬ 
signs  concerning  us,  that  it  can  only  issue  in  disgrace  and  ruin; 
but  a  life  of  faith  and  obedience  restores  us  to  the  right  path,  and 
must  issue  in  honour  and  safety.  How  awkwardly  wickedness 
sits  on  a  man;  it  presses  and  torments  him;  he  is  out  of  his  ele¬ 
ment,  ever  convulsed,  and  at  the  point  of  death ;  but  holiness  sits 
easy  on  him;  it  is  a  defence  and  an  ornament;  he  is  in  his  cle¬ 
ment,  where  he  lives,  and  where  he  can  live  for  ever. 

PHILOLOGOS. 


SELECTIONS. 


AN  EXTRACT  FROM  THE  CHRISTIAN  HERO,  PUBLISHED  IN  1738. 

There  was  nothing  in  our  Saviour’s  own  deportment,  or  in 
the  principles  he  introduced  for  our  conduct,  but  what  was  so  far 
from  opposing,  .that  they  might  naturally  fall  in  with  the  statutes 
or  forms  of  any  civil  government  whatever,  and  regarded  them 
no  otherwise  than  to  make  us  more  obedient  to  them :  yet  the 
professors  of  this  doctrine  were  told  they  were  to  meet  but  very 
little  quarter,  for  the  acceptable  service  they  were  to  do  them, 
but  must  lay  down  their  very  lives  to  bring  us  to  a  contempt  of 
their  grandeur  in  comparison  of  greater  and  higher  pursuits:  in 
order  to  this  great  end,  their  despicable  artillery  were  poverty 
and  meekness;  the  consideration  therefore  of  those  arms  is  no  di¬ 
gression  from  our  purpose:  it  is  in  every  body’s  observation  with 
what  disadvantage  a  poor  man  enters  upon  the  most  ordinary 
affairs,  much  more  disputing  with  the  whole  wwld,  and  in  con¬ 
tradiction  of  the  rich,  that  is,  the  wise;  for  as  certainly  as  wealth 
gives  acceptance  and  grace  to  all  that  its  possessor  says  or  does, 
so  poverty  creates  ‘disesteem,  scorn  and  prejudice  to  all  the.  un¬ 
dertakings  of  the  indigent:  the  necessitous  man  has  neither 
hands,  lips,  nor  understanding,  for  his  own  or  friend’s  use,  but  is  in 
the  same  condition  with  the  sick,  with  this  difference  only,  that  he  is 
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an  infection  no  man  will  relieve,  or  assist, or  if  he  does,  it  is  seldom 
with  so  much  pity,  as  contempt,  and  rather  for  the  ostentation  of 
the  physician, than  compassion  on  the  patient:  it  is  a  circumstance, 
wherein  a  man  finds  that  all  the  good  he* deserves  inaccessible,  all 
the  ill  unavoidable ;  and  the  poor  hero  is  as  certainly  ragged,  as 
the  poor  villain  hanged:  under  these  pressures  the  poor  man 
speaks  with  hesitation,  and  undertakes  with  irresolution,  and  acts 
with  disappointment:  he  is  slighted  in  men’s  conversation,  over¬ 
looked  in  their  assemblies,  and  beaten  at  their  doors:  but  from 
whence  alas  has  he  this  treatment?  from  a  creature  that  has  only 
the  supply  of,  but  not  an  exemption  from  the  wants,  for  which 
.  he  despises  him:  for  such  is  the  unaccountable  insolence  of  man, 
that  he  will  not  see  that  he  who  is  supported,  is  in  the  same  class 
of  natural  necessity  with  him  that  wants  a  support;  and  to  be 
helped,  implies  to  be  indigent.  In  a  word,  after  all  .you  can  say 
of  a  man,  conclude  that  he  is  .rich,  and  you  have  made  him 
friends ;  nor  have  you  utterly  overthrown  a  man  in  the  world’s 
opinion,  until  you  have  said  he  is  poor:  this  is  the  emphatical 
expression  of  praise  and  blame,  for  men  so  stupidly  forget  their 
natural  impotence  and  want,  that  riches  and  jx)verty  have  taken 
in  our  imagination  the  place  of  innocence  and  guilt;  he  thei'efore 
that  has  suffered  the  contumelies,  disappointments  and  miseries 
which  attend  the  poor  man’s  condition,  and  without  I’unning  into 
base,  indecent  or  ser^"ile  arts  for  his  redress,  hath  i*etui*ned  upon 
•  an  insolent  world  its  scorn :  he,  I  say,  has  fought  a  nobler  fight, 
conquered  greater  difficulties,  and  deserves  a  brighter  diadem, 
than  ever  fortune  bestowed  on  the  most  flattered  and  gaudy 
'  of  her  favourites;  but  to  capacitate  one’s  self  for  this  hard  work, 
how  necessary  is  that  sublime  and  heroic  virtue,  meekness;  a 
virtue  that  seems  the  very  characteristic  of^a  Christian,  and 
arises  from  a  great,  not  a  groveling  idea  of  things:* for  as  certainly 
.  as  pride  proceeds  from  a  mean  and  narrow  view  of  the  little  ad¬ 
vantages  about  a  man’s  self,  so  meekness  is  founded  on  the  ex¬ 
tended  contemplation  of  the  place  we  bear  in  the  universe,  and  a 
just  observation  how  little,  how  empty,  how  watering  are  our  deep¬ 
est  resolves  and  counsels ;  and  as*  (to.  a  well  thught  mind)  when 
you  have  said  a  haughty  and  proud  man,  you  have  spoken  a  nar¬ 
row  conception,  little  spirit,  and  despicable  carriage;  so  when  you 
have  smd  a  man  is  meek  and  humble,  you  have  acquainted  us, 
that  such  a  person  has  arrived  at  the  hardest  task  .in  the  world, 
in  an  universal  observation  round  him,  to  be  quick  to  see  his  own 
faults  and  other  men’s  virtues,  and  at  the  height  of  pardoning 
every  man  sooner  than  himself;  yet  you  have  also  given  us  to 
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understand,  tliat  to  treat  him  kindly,  sincerely  and  respectfully^  is 
but  a  mere  justice  to  him  that  is  ready  to  do  us  the  saim*  offices: 
this  temper  of  soul  keeps  us  always  awake  to  a  just  sense  of 
thin^,  teaches  us  that  we  are  as  well  a-kin  to  worms  as  to  'angels, 
and  as  nothing  is  above  these,  so  is  nothing  below  those:  it  keeps 
our  understanding  tight  about  us,  so  that  all  things  appe^  to  us 
great  and  little  as  they  are  in  nature,  not  as  thejrare  gilded  or 
sullied  by  accident  and  fortune. 

Meekness  is  to  the  mind,  what  a  good  mien  is  to  the  body, 
without  which,  the  best  limned  and  finest  complexioned  person 
may  be  very  disagreeable;  and  with  it,  a  very  homely  and  plsdn 
one  cannot  be  so ;  for  a  good  air  supplies  the  imperfection  of 
feature  and  shape,  by  throwing  a  certain  beauty  on  the  whole, 
which  covers  the  disagreeableness  of  the  parts;  it  has  a  state  and 
humility  peculiar  to  itself  above  all  virtues;  like  the  holy  scrip¬ 
ture,  its  sacred  record,  where  the  highest  things  are  expressed  in 
the  most  easy  tenns,  and  which  carries  throughoiit  a  condescend¬ 
ing  explanation,  and  a  certain  meekness  of  style. 

With  this  circumstance,  and  this  ready  virtue,  the  faithful  fol¬ 
lowers  of  a  crucified  master  were  to  shape  their  course  to  an 
eternal  kingdom,  and  with  that  in  prospect  to  contemn  the  ha¬ 
zards  and  disasters  of  a  cruel  and  impenitent  generation.  Great 
were  the  actions  and  sufferings  of  all  our  blessed  Saviour’s 
apostles,  but  St.  Paul  being  peculiarly  sent  to  us,  who  were,  or 
are  Gentiles,  he,  methinks,  more  particularly  challenges  our  re¬ 
gard;  God  who  bestowed  upon  others  supematu rally  the  gift  of 
tongues,  4ut  not  of  arts,  thought  therefore  fit  to  make  use  of  him, 
already  master  in  some  measure  of  both,  and  qualified  to  con¬ 
verse  with  the  politer  world  by  his  acquaintance  with  their 
studies,  laws  and  customs:  but  though  he  shows  himself  by  fre¬ 
quent  brisk  sallies  and  quick  interrogatories,  skilful  in  approach¬ 
ing  the  passions  of  rhetoric,  yet  he  is  very  modest  in  any  of 
those  ornaments,  and  strikes  all  along  at  reason,  where  he  never 
fails  to  convince  the  attentive  and  unprejudiced ;  and  though  his 
person  was  very  despicable  (which  to  a  stranger  is  almost  an  in¬ 
superable  inconvenience)  yet  such  was  the  power  of  the  com¬ 
manding  truth  which  he  uttered,  and  his  skill  how  and  when  to 
utter  it,  that  there  every  where  appears  in  his  character,  either 
the  man  of  business,  the  gentleman,  the  hero,  the  apostle,  or  the 
martyr ;  which  eminence  above  the  other  apostles  might  well  be 
expected  from  his  sanguine  and  undertaking  complexion,  tem¬ 
pered  by  education,  and  quickened  by  grace :  it  is  true  indeed,  he 
had  opposed  in  the  most  outrageous  and  violent  manner  this  new 


fsdth,  and  was  accessary  to  the  murder  of  the  glorious  leader,  of 
the  army  of  martyrs,  St.  Stephen ;  but  that  fierce  disposition  fell 
off  with  the  scales  from  his  eyes;  and  God,  who  ever  regards  the 
intention,  changed  his  mistaken  method  of  serving  him,  and  he 
is  now  ready  to  promote  the  same  religion  by  his  sufferings,  which 
before  he  would  have  extirpated  by  his  persecutions.  He  'and 
his  companion  had  made  very  great  progress  in  the  conversion 
both  of  Jews  and  Gentiles,  butxertain  unbelievers  prompted  the 
multitude  to  a  resolution  at'a  general  assembly  to  assassinate  them, 
but  they  advertised  of  it  fled  unto  Lycaonia,  where  their  ac¬ 
tions  and  ^Toquence  wtjre  very  successful;  but  at  Lystra,  a  cer¬ 
tain  poor  cripple  (from  his  mother's  womb)  heard  him  with 
very  particular  attention  and  devotion,  whom  the  apostle  (observ¬ 
ing  in  his  very  countenance  his. warm  contrition,  and  preparation 
of  soul  to  receive  the  benefit)  commanded  to  stand  up,  upon 
which  he  immediately  jumped  upoii  his  legs,  and  walked :  this 
miracle  alarmed  the  whole  city,  who  believed  their  gods  had  de¬ 
scended  in  human  shapes ;  Barnabas  was  immediately  Jove,  and 
Paul  his  Mercury;  the  priest  of  Jupiter  now  is  coming  to  sacri¬ 
fice  to  them  with  oxen  and  garlands:  but  they  ran  into  the  mul¬ 
titude;  we  are  men  like  you,  are  subject  to  the  same  weakness, 
infirmities  and  passions  with  yourselves;  we,  alas!  are  impotent 
of  the  great  things  ourselves  have  done;  your  and  our  Creator 
will  no  longer  let  you  wander  in  the  maze  and  error  of  your  vani¬ 
ties. and  false  notions  of  his  Deity,  but  has  sent  us  with  instances 
of  his  omnipotence  to  awake  you  to  a  worship  worthy  him,  and 
worthy  you.  Oh  graceful  passage  to  see  the  great  apostle  op- 
pk>se  his  own  success !  now  only  his  vehemence,  his  power  and 
his  eloquence  are  too  feeble  when  they  are  urgent  against  them¬ 
selves;  for  which  prayers  and  entreaties  the  crowd  could  hardly 
be  prevailed  upon,  to  forbear  their  adoration.  But  this  applause, 
like  all  other,  was  but  a  mere  gust,  for  the  malice  of  certain  Jews 
followed  them  from  Iconium,  and  quickly  insinuated  into  the 
giddy  multitude  as  much  rancour  as  they  had  before  devotion ; 
who  in  a  tumultuary  manner  stoned  St.  Paul,  and  dragged  him 
as  dead  out  of  the  gates  of  the  city ;  but  he  bore  their  affronts  with 
much  less  indignation  than  their  worship;  here  was  in  a  trice  the 
highest  and  lowest  condition,  the  most  respectful  and  most  inso¬ 
lent  treatment  that  man  could  receive;  but  Christianity, 'which 
kept  his  eye  upon  the  cause,  not  effect  of  his  actions,  (and  al¬ 
ways  gives  us  a  transient  regard  to  transitory  things,)  depressed 
him  when  adorned,  exalted  him  when  affronted. 
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But  these  two  excellent  men,  though  they  .  had  the  cndeat* 
ments  of  fellow-suffering,  and  their  friendship  heightened  by  the 
yet  faster  tie  of  religion,  could  not  longer  accompany  each  other, 
but  upon'  a  dispute  about  taking  Mark  with  them,  who  it  seems 
had  before  deserted  them,  their  dissention  grew  to  the  highest 
a  resentment  between  generous  friends  ever  can,  even  to  part 
and  estrange  them :  but  they  did  it  without  rancour,  malice,  or 
perhaps  disesteem  of  each  other;  for  God  hath  made  us,  whether 
we  observe  it  at  the  instant  of  being  so  or  not,  so  much  instru¬ 
ments  of  his  great  and  secret  purposes,  that  he  has  given  every 
individual  man,  I  know  not  what  peculiarly  his  own,  which  so 
much  distinguishes  him -from  all  other  persons,  that  it  is  impos¬ 
sible,  sometimes,  for  two  of  the  same  generous  resolutions,  hon¬ 
esty  and  integrity  to  do  well  together;  whether  it  be  that  Provi¬ 
dence  has  so  ordered  it  to  distribute  virtue  the  more,  or  whatever 
it  is,  such  is  the  frequent  effect.  For  these  nobler  personages 
were  forced  to  take  different  ways,  and  in  those  were  eminently 
useful  in  the  same  cause ;  as  you  may  have  seen  two  chemical 
waters,  asunder,  shining  and  transparent,  thrown  together,  muddy 
and  offensive. 

I’he  apostle  was  warned  in  a  vision  to  go  unto  Macedonia, 
whither  he  and  his  new  companion  Silas  accordingly  went.  At 
Philippi  he  commanded  an  evil  spirit  to  depart  out  of  a  young 
woman;  but  her  master  (to  whom  her  distraction  was  a  revenue, 
which  ceased  by  her  future  inability  to  answer  the  demands  usu¬ 
ally  made  to  her)  with  the  ordinary  method  of  hiding  private 
malice  in  public  zeal,  raised  the  multitude  upon  them,  as  distur¬ 
bers  of  the  public  peace,  and  innovators  upon  their  laws  and  liber¬ 
ties:  the  multitude  hurried  them  to  the  magistrates,  who  happen¬ 
ing  to  be  wise  as  themselves,  commanded  them  to  be  stripped, 
whipped,  and  clapped  in  gaol :  the  keeper*  receiving  very  strict 
orders  for  their  safe  custody,  put  them  in  irons  in  the  dungeon; 
the  abused  innocents  had  now  no  way  left  for  their  redress,  but 
applying  to  their  God,  who,  when  all  human  arts  and  forces  fail, 
is  ready  for  our  relief,  nor  did  St.  Paul  on  less  occ^ions  implore 
preternatural  assistance : 

*  Nec  Deus  irJerstt,  nisi  dignus  vindice  Nodus, 

Incider  it  — ■ "  ■  ■ 

Let  not  a  God  approacli  the  scene. 

In  cases  for  a  God  too  mean. 

*  Horace’s  General  Epistle  to  the  Pisos’,  verst  1Q5. 

V^oj..  11.  4  A 


We  musti  to  men  of  wit  and  gallantry,  quote  out  of  their  own 
scriptures.  Their  c^eneroits  way  of  devotion,  and  begj^inj^  assistance, 
was  giving  thanks  for  their  present  extremities:  in  the  midst  of  their 
sores  and  chains,  they  sang  hymnsand  praise  to  their  Creator.  Im¬ 
mediately  the  bolts  flew^  the  manacles  fell  off,  the  doors  were  open¬ 
ed,  and  the  earth  shook:  the  gaoler  awakes  in  terror,  and  believ¬ 
ing  all  under  his  custody  escaped  went  to  dispatch  himself ;  but 
St.  Paul  calls  to  him,  he  comes  and  beholds  his  prisoners  detain¬ 
ed  by  nothing  but  their  amazing  liberty;  the  horror,  sorrow,  tor¬ 
ture  and  despair  of  a  dungeon,  turned  into  the  joy,  the  rapture, 
the  hallelujah,  the  ecstasy  of  a  Heaven;  he  fell  trembling  at  the 
apostles*  feet,  resigned  himself  to  his  captives,  and  felt  in  himself 
the  happy  exchange  of  his  liberty,  for  that  yoke  in  which  alone 
is  perfect  freedom.  Early  the  next  morning,  upon  this  stupendous 
occasion,  the  magistrates  sent  orders  those  •  men  might  be  re¬ 
leased:  but  St.  Paul,  who  knew  he  had  law  on  his  side,  and  that 
his  l^eing  a  prisoner  made  him  not  the  less  a  gentleman  and  a 
Roman,  sconied  their  pretended  favour,  nor  would  regard  their 
message,  until  they  had  themselves  in  as  public  a  manner  ac¬ 
knowledged  their  offence,  as  they  had  committed  it;  which  they 
did  by  attending  them  in  the  goal,  and  desiring  in  a  ceremonious 
manner  they  would  leave  the  city ;  upon  which  the  apostle  ac¬ 
cepted  his  enlargement,  and  when  he  had  settled  what  business 
he  had  in  that  town,  left  it  and  its  rulers  to  forget  that  painful 
truth,  which  they  had  neither  power  to  gainsay,  nor  ingenuity  to 
acknowledge. 

His  taking  leave  of  the  chief  of  the  Ephesian  churches,  is 
hardly  to  be  read  without  tears,  where,  when  he  had  reminded 
them  of  his  whole  blameless,  disinterested,  humble  and  laborious 
carriage,  he  acquaints  them  with  his  resolution  of  going  to  Jeru¬ 
salem  and  never  to  Vetum  thither;  he  knew  not.  he  said,  what 
would  particularly  befal  him  there,  but  that  in  general,  afflictions, 
distresses,  and  indignities  were  the  portions  of  his  life,  which  he^ 
was  ready  to  hazard  or  lay  down  in  a  cause  which  has  a  certain 
sweetness  in  k,  that  can  make  a  man  embrace  his  chains,  and 
enjoy  his  miseries;  what  could  be  answered  to  his  gallant  declara¬ 
tion  and  behaviour  but  what  they  did,  who  all  wefit  aorey  and  Jell 
on  St.  PauVa  necky  and  kiaaed  him :  aorrovnng  moat  (J^  all  for  the 
worda  which  he  afiakcy  that  they  ahould  aee  hia  face  no  more.  Cer¬ 
tain  Jews  of  Asia  were  glad  to  ^e  him  again  at  Jerusalem,  and 
inflamed  the  city  with  their  personal  knowledge  of  his  carriage, 
to  the  disparagement  of  the  temple,  and  the  rites  of  their  nation: 
upon  which  he  had  been  tom  to  pieces,  had  he  not  been  rescued 


V  ,  '  ' 


by  the  commanding  military  officer  there;  of  whom  (going  with  ^ 

him  as  a  prisoner  into  the  castle)  he  obtained  the  liberty  of  speak* 
ing  10  the  people:  they  heat'd  him  with  great  attention)  until  he  §  ^ 

contradicted  their  monopoly  of  God,  at  which  they  lost  all  order 
ana  patience.  But  opposition  was  so  far  from  dispiriting,  that  it 
did  but  quicken  his  resolution;  for  his  great  heait,  instead  of  faint¬ 
ing  and  subsiaing,  rose  and  biggened  in  proportion  to  any  grow¬ 
ing  daitger  tiiat  threatened  him;  however  he  is  carried  to  his  im¬ 
prisonment,  but  not  even  there  to  be  without  debate,  for  he  is  by 
the  commander’s  order  to  be  scourged,  to  which  he  does  not  pas¬ 
sively,  or  basely  submit,  but  asserts  his  Roman  privilege,  and 
exemption  from  such  indignities. 

He  was  thereupon  next  morning  brought  down  to  a  trial,  by  a 
council  oi  his  own  nation,  where  upon  his  very  opening  his 
mouth,  the  chief  priest  commanded  him  to  be  struck,  for  which 
he  calls  him  hypocrite  and  false  pretender  to  justice,  who  could 
use  a  man,  he  was  to  sit  as  judge  of,  so  inhumanly;  but  his  good 
breeding  being  founded  upon  no  less  a  sanction  than  the  com¬ 
mand  of  God,  he  immediately  recollects  himself,  and  acknow¬ 
ledges  his  errar  and  disrespect  to  the  dignity  of  his  office :  yet 
observing  (by  this  treatment  fi-om  the  president  of  the  council) 
the  usage  he  was  to  expects  by  a  very  skilful  turn  he  makes 
friends  in  an  assembly  unanimous  in  his  ruin,  but  in  that  only 
unanimous;  for  Pharisees,  in  which  sect  he  was  bred,  composing  v? 

part  of  the  court,  he  closes  with  their  belief  of  a  resurrection,  and 
there  grounded  the  cruelty  he  had  met  with  among  the  Jewsi 
this  put  them  into  so  great  a  Hame,  that  to  save  him,  he  was  for-  • 
cibly  taken  away  into  the  place  from  whence  he  came:  his  ene¬ 
mies,  galled  to  the  quick  at  his  escape,  conspired  to  kill  him, 
when  (upon  the  high-priest’s  request)  he  should  be  remanded  to 
a  trial:  a  nephew  of  the  apostle’s  acquainted  him  with  thb ;  he 
was  neither  afraid  nor  amazed  at  the  intelligence,  but  like  a  man 
of  business  and  the  world,  discretly  and  calmly  ordered  the  youth 
to  be  intixxluced  to  the  crptain,  whom  he  knew  answerable  for 
the  safety  of  the  prisoner;  the  officer  in  the  night  sent  him  with 
a  strong  party  to  Felix  the  governor  of  the  province,  and  directed 
his  accusers  to  follow  him  thither:  before  Felix,  one  Tertullus, 
a  mercenary  orator,  bawled  an  impertinent  harangue,  introduced 
with  false  praise  of  the  judge,  and  closed  with  false  accusation  of 
the  prisoner,  w'ho  with  cogent  plain  truths,  and  matter  of  fact, 
batiled  his  barbarous  eloquence,  and  obtained  so  good  a  sense  of 
himself  and  his  innocence  with  the  viceroy,  that  he  gave  him  a 
private  audience  on  the  subject  of  his  faith;  but  instead  of  then 


making  his  court  to  him,  he  fell  upon  his  excellency’s  own  dar¬ 
ling  vices,  talked  of  righteousness,  temperance  and  judgment, 
with  its  terrors  for  neglect  of  such  duties.  In  those  Heathen 
times,  it  seems  it  was  usual  to  have  excess,  wantonness,  and  glut¬ 
tony,  to  be  the  practice  of  courts,  and  the  apostle  so  nearly 
touched  his  lordship,  that  he  fell  into  a  sudden  disorder  before  his 
inferior,  and  dismissed  him  till  another  season;  he  afterwards  was 
frequently  entertained  by  him,  not  without  hopes  of  a  bribe, 
wl)ich  was,  also  in  very  old  times,  the  way  to  the  favour  of  the 
great. 

But  F^lix  now  leaving  his  lieutenancy  to  Festus,  this  friend¬ 
less  good  man  was  a  proper  person  for  a  tool  to  his  vanity,  by 
doing  an  obliging  thing  to  the  Jews,  in  leaving  him  still  in 
custody  at  his  departure,  and  no  less  useful  to  his  new  excellency 
to  be  sacrificed  to  them  upon  his  entry :  for  at  their  request  ttt 
have  him  brought  to  Jerusalem,  (designing  to  dispatch  him  by 
the  way)  though  he  at  first  denied  it,  he  afterwards  proposed  it 
to  the  apostle  himself,  to  have  the  issue  of  his  trial  there :  but  he 
handsomely  evaded  his  base  condescension,  and  their  as  base  ma¬ 
lice,  by  appealing,  as  a  Roman,  to  Cscsar  himself,  before  whose 
authority  he  also  then  stood:  but  he  is  still  kept  in  gaol  in  the 
same  state,  to  gratify  the  Jews,  until  Agrippa  tlie  Tetrarch  of 
Galilee,  came  to  wait  on  Festus,  who  (after  he  had  been  there 
some  days)  entertained  him  with  4he  case  of  St.  Paul,  and  ac¬ 
quainted  him  that  he  was  at  a  loss  what  to  do  with  him :  he  was 
so  odious  to  the  Jews,  that  he  cared  not  to  enlarge  him,  and  so 
innocent  in  himself,  that  he  knew  not  what  account  to  send  with 
him  to  Rome:  this  moved  Agrippa’s  curiosity  to  hear  himself; 
in  very  great  pomp,  he,  his  sister,  and  whole  retinue  came  to  his 
trial:  the  apostle  made  so  excellent  a  defence,  that  mean,  wronged, 
poor  and  unfriendly  as  he  was,  he  was  neither  ridiculous  nor  con¬ 
temptible  to  that  courtly  audience,  but  prevailed  so  far  upon  the 
greatest  and  wisest  man  there,  that  he  forced  him  to  declare. 
Thou  /last  almost  fiersuaded  me  to  be  a  Christian ;  it  would,  me- 
thinks,  be  a  sin  not  to  repeat  his  very  handsome  answer. 

I  would  to  God^  that  not  only  thou^  but  also  all  that  hear  me  this  day  ^ 
were  not  only  almost j  but  altogether  such  as  I  am^  excefit  those  bonds » 

His  appeal  made  it  necessary  in  course*of  law,  that  he  should 
go  to  Rome.  In  his  passage  thither,  and  in  the  tempest,  hunger 
and  shipwreck,  his  constancy  was  not  a  support  to  him  only,  but 
also  to  the  whole  company;  and  being  thrown  upon  a  barbarous 
island,  he  did  and  received  mutual  offices  among  the  poor  savages, 
not  yet  cultivated  iftto  ingratitude.  At  Rome  the  other  prisoners 


were  carried  into  safe  custody,  but  he  was  permitted,  with  a  sol¬ 
dier  only  for  his  ward,  to  live,  in  his  own  hired  house,  teaching 
the  things  which  concern  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  no  man  forbid¬ 
ding  him ;  for  it  was  only  in  Nero’s  reign,  nor  had  Rome  yet  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  exquisite  and  refined  t)M^ny  of  an  inquisition.  Thus 
we  have  been  distinct  in  running  through  the  more  illustrious 
passages  of  this  consummate  life  and  character,  as  they  are  placed 
in  holy  writ,  and  may  presume,  after  all  the  injuries  we  have 
done  him,  that  there  is  not  any  portraiture  in  the  most  excellent 
writers  of  morality,  that  can  come  up  to  its  native  beauty ;  yet 
was  not  he  contented  to  Serve  his  God  only  by  example,  but  has 
as  eminently-  done  it  by  precept;  where  he  pursues  vice,  and 
-  urges  virtue,  with  all  the  reasort,  energy  and  force  that  eitlier 
good  sense  or  piety  can  inspire:  and  not  upon  the  airy  and  fleet¬ 
ing  foundation  of  the  insensibility  noble  minds  bear  to  the  assaults 
of  fortune ;  which  has  been  the  impertinence  of  Heathen  mora¬ 
lists,  and  among  them  Seneca. 

“  *  A  good  man  is  not  only  the  friend  of  God,  but  the  very 
image,  the  disciple,  the  imitator  of  him,  and  the  true  child  of  his 
heavenly  Father:  he  is  true  to  himself,  and  acts  with  constancy 
and  resolution.  Scipio,  by  a  cross  wind  being  forced  into  the 
power  of  his  enemies,  cast  himself  upon  the  point  of  his  sword ; 
and  as  the  people  were  inquiring  what  was  become  of  the  gene¬ 
ral;  the  general,  says  Scipio,  is  very  well,  and  so  he  expired.  A 
gallant  man  is  fortune’s  match:  his  courage  provokes  and  despises 
those  terrible  appearances,  that  would  enslave  us:  a  wise  man  is 
out  of  the  reach  of  fortune,  but  not  free  from  the  malice  of  it;  and 
all  attempts  upon  him  are  no  more  than  Xerxes’s  arrows ;  they 
may  darken  the  day,  but  they  cannot  strike  the  sun.” 

This  is  Seneca’s  very  spirit,  opinion  and  genius;  but  alas,  w  hat 
absuixlity  is  here!  after  the  panegyric  of  a  brave  or  honest  man, 
as  the  disciple  and  imitator  of  God,  this  \s  instanced  in  the  basest 
action  a  man  can  be  guilty  of ;  a  general’s  dispatching  himself  in 
an  extreme  difficulty,  and  deserting  his  men  and  his  honour;  and 
what  is  this  but  doing  a  mean  action  with  a  great  countenance? 
what  could  this  imitator  of  God,  out  of  the  power  of  fortune,  db 
more  in  obedience  to  what  they  call  so,  than  sacrificing  his  life  to 
it:  but  this  is  bombast  got  into  the  very  soul,  fustian  in  thinking! 

^tanfo  rectius  hie  qui  nil  iiiolitur  inept^. 

How  much  better  he; 

*  Lc  Strange’s  3d.  p.  of  Seneca’s  Morals,  epist.  26. 
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'  Be  yea  atedfasty  tmmerveabley  alwaya  abounding  in  the  worka  qf 
the  Lordy  forasmuch  as  you' know  that  your  labour  ia  not  in  vain  in 
the  Lord.  • 

Here  is  supporting  ourselves  under  misfortunes,  proposed 
upon  the  reasonable  terms  of  reward  and  punishment;  and  all 
other  5s  fantastic,  arrogant  and  ungrounded. 

The  first  epistle  to  Corinth  is  most  exquisitely  adapted  to  the 
present  temper  of  England,  nor  "did  ever  that  city  (though,  pro¬ 
verbial  to  it)  pretend  to  be  more  refinedly  pleased  than  at  present 
London :  bi*t  St.  Paul  more  emphatically  dissuades  from  those 
embasing  satisfactions  of  sense. 

Meats  for  the  belly  y  and  the  belly  for  meats;  but  God  shall  destroy 
both  it  and  them. 

He,  methinks,  throws  blush  andT^onfusion  in  the  face  of  his 
readei's,  when  he  argues  on  these  subjects;  for  who  can  conceive 
his  body,  the  mansion  of  an  immortal  spirit,  capable  to  receive 
the  aspiration  and  grace  of  an  eternal  God,  and  at  the  same  time, 
by  gluttony  and  drunkenness,  entertain  in  that  place  fuel  to  en- 
fiame  themselves  into  adultery,  rage  and  revenge?  as  if  our  mise¬ 
ry  were  our  study,  and  chastity,  innocence  and  temperance,  (those 
easy  and  agreeable  companions)  were  not  preferable  to  the  con¬ 
vulsions  of  wrath,  and  tortures  of  lust. 

Know  ye  not  that  your  bodies  are  the  mr-mbers  of  Christy  shall  I 
then  take  the  members  of  Christy  and  make  them  the  members  of  an 
harlot? 

How  ugly  has  he  made  Corinna  at  one  sentence?  shall  I,  who 
am  conscious  that  he  who  laid  down  an  immaculate  body,  to 
cleanse  me  from  the  filth  and  stain  of  a  polluted  one,  and  know 
that  the  holy  Jesus  has  promissed  to  be  present  to  all  the  conflicts 
of  my  soul,  banish  him  thence,  and  be  guilty  of-  so  unnatural  a 
coition,  as  to  throw  that  temple  into  the  embraces  of  a  mercenary 
strumpet? 

But  must  we  tlien  desert  love  and  the  fair? 


The  cordial  drop  heav*n  in  our  cup  has  thrown, 
To  make  the  nauseous  draught  of  life  go  down 


No,  God  forbid!  the  apostle  allows  us  a  virtuous  enjoyment  of  our 
passions;  but  indeed  extirpates  all  our  false  ideas  of  pleasure  and 
happiness  in  them;  he  takes  love  out  of  disguise,  and  puts  it  on 
its  own  gay  becoming  dress  of  innocence;  and  indeed  it  is,  among 
other  reasons,  from  want  of  wit  and  invention  in  our  modem  gal¬ 
lants,  that  the  beautiful  sex  is  absuroly  and  vitiously  entertained 


by  them:  for  there  is  in  their  tender  frame,  native  sitpplicity, 
groundless  fear,  and  little  unaccountable  contradictions.  «pon 
'which  there  might  be  built  expostulations  to  divert  a  good  and 
intelligent  young  woman,  as  well  as  the  fulsome  raptures,  guilty 
impressions,  senseless  deifications,  and  pretended  deatt^s  that  are 
every  day  offered  her. 

No  pen  certainly  ever  surpassed  either  the  logic  or  rhetoric  of 
his  fifteenth  chapter:  how  does  he  intermingle  hope  and  fear,  life 
and  death  ?  our  rising  from  our  graves  is  most  admirably  argued 
on  the  received  philosophy,  that  corruption  precedes  generation, 
and  the  easy  instances  of  new  grain,  new  plants  and  new  trees, 
from  the  minute  particles  of  seed;  and  when  he  has  buried  us  how 
does  he  move  the  heait  with  an  Oh  death  where  is  thy  sting!  O 
grave  where  is  thy  victory!  we  have  at  once  all  along  the  quickest 
touchest  of  distress  and  of  triumph.  It  were  endless  to  enume¬ 
rate  these  excellencies  and  beauties  in  his  writings;  but  since  they 
were  all  in  his  more  public  and  ministerial  office,  let  us  see  him 
in  his  private  life :  there  is  nothing  expresses  a  man’s  particular 
character  more  fully,  than  his  letters  to  his  intimate  friends;  we 
have  one  of  that  nature  of  this  great  apostle  to  Philemon,  'which 
in  the  modem  language  would  perhaps  run  thus, 

Sir, 

“  It  is  with  the  deepest  satisfaction  that  I  every  day  hear  you 
commended,  for  your  generous  behaviour  to  all  of  that  faith,  in 
the  articles  of  which  I  had  the  honour  and  happiness  to  initiate 
you;  for  which,  though  1  might  presume  to  an  authority  to  oblige 
your  compliance  in  a  request  I  am  going  to  make  to  you,  yet 
choose  I  rather  to  apply  myself  to  you  as  a  friend,  than  an  apostle; 
for  with  a  man  of  your  great  temper,*  I  know  I  need  not  a  more 
powerful  pretence  than  that  of  my  age  and  imprisonment:  yet  is 
not  my  petition  for  myself,  but  in  the  behalf  of  the  bearer,  your 
servant  Onesimus,  who  has  robbed  you,  and  run  away  from  you; 
what  he  has  defrauded  you  of,  1  will  be*answerable  for,  this  shall 
be  a  demand  upon  me,  not  to  say  that  you  owe  me  your  very 
self:  I  called  him  your  servant,  but  he  is  now  also  to  be  regaixled  ' 
by  you  in  a  greater  relation,  even  that  of  your  fellow  Christian; 
for  I  esteem  him  a  son  of  mine  as  much  as  yourself;  nay,  me- 
thinks  it  is  a  certain  peculiar  endearment  of  him  to  me,  that  I 
had  the  happiness  of  gaining  him  in  my  confinement;  I  beseech 
you  to  receive  him,  and  think  it  an  act  of  Providence,  that  he 
went  away  from  you  for  a  season,  to  return  more  improved  te 
your  service  for  ever.” 


This  letter  is  the  sincere  image  of  a  worthy,  pious  and  brave 
man,  and  the  ready  utterance  *  of  a  generous  Christian  temper : 
how  handsomely  does  he  assume,  though  a  prisoner?  how  hum¬ 
bly  condescend,  though  an  apostle?  could  any  request  have  been 
made,  or  any  person  obliged  with  a  better  grace?  the  very  crimi¬ 
nal  servant  is  no  less  with  him  than  his  son  and  his  brother;  for 
Christianity  has  that  in  it,  which  makes  men  pity,  not  scorn  the 
wicked;  and  by  a  beautiful  kind  of  ignorance  of  themselves,  think 
those  wretches  their  equals;  it  aggravates  all  the  benefits  and  good 
oflfices  of  life,  by  making  them  seem  fi'atemal ;  and  the  Christian 
feels  the  wants  of  the  miserable  so  much  his  t)wn,  that  it  sweetens 
the  pain  of  the  obliged,  when  he  that  gives,  does  it  with  an  air 
that  has  neither  oppression  nor  . superiority  in  it,  but  had  rather 
have 'his  generosity  appear  an  enlarged  self-love,  than  diffusive 
bounty,  and  is  always  a  benefactor  with,  the  mein  of  a  receiver. 

,  These  are  the  great  and  beauteous  parts  of  life  and  friendship; 
and  what  is  there  in  all  that  morality  can  prescribe,  that  can 
make  a  man  do  so  much  as  the  High  ambition'  of  pleasing  his 
Creator,  with  whom  the  methods  of  address  are  as  immutable  as 
the  favour  obtained  by  them? 

Here  methinks  we  could  begin  .again  upon  this  amiable  pic¬ 
ture,  or  shall  we  search  antiquity  for  the  period  and  consumma¬ 
tion  of  his  illustrious  life,  to  give  him  the  crown  and  glory  of 
martyrdom  ?  that  were  a  needless  labour,  for  he  that  has  been  in 
a  battle,  has  to  his  prince  the  merit  of  having  died  there;  and  St. 
Paul  has  so  often  in  our  narration  confronted  death,  that  we  may 
bestow  upon  him  that  celestial  title,  and  dismiss  him  with  the 
just  eulogy  in  his  own  spritely  expression,  that  he  died  daily. 

No'v  the  address  and  constancy  with  which  this  great  apostle 
has  behaved  himself  in  so  many  various  forms  and  calamity,  are 
an  ample  conviction  that  to  make  our  life  one  decent  and  con¬ 
sistent  action,  we  should  have  one  constant  motive  of  diving,  and 
that  motive  a  confidence  in  God:  for  had  he  breathed  on  any 
other  cause,  instead  of  application  to  the  Almighty,  he  must  (on 
many  occasions  which  we  have  mentioned)  have  ran  to  the  dag-' 
ger,  or  the  bowl  of  poison:  for  the  Heathen  virtue  prescribes 
death  before  stripes  or  imprisonment;  but  whatever  pompous 
look,  elegant  pens  may  have  given  to  the  illustrious  distressed 
(as  they  would  have  us  think  the  persons  are,  who  do  evade 
miseries,  have  profused  their  lives,  and  rushed  to  death  for  re¬ 
lief:)  if  we  look  to  the  bottom  of  things,  we  shall  easily  oosei^  e, 
that  it  is  not  a  generous  scorn  of  chains,  or  delicate  distaste  of  an 
impeitinent  being, '  (which  two  pretences  include  all  the  varnish 


that  is  put  upon  self-murder)  but  it  ever  was,  and  ever  will  be^ 
pride  or  cowardice,  that  makes  life  insupportable :  for  since  acci¬ 
dents  are  not  in  our  power,  but  will  (in  spite  of  all  our  care  and  vU. 
gilance)befalus;  what  remains,  but  that  we  accommodate  ourselves 
so  far,  as  to,  bear  them  with  the  greatest  decency  and4iandsomest 
patiente  we  are  able  ?  and  indeed  resistance  to  what  we  cannot 
avoid,  is  not  the  effect  of  a  valiant  heart,  but  a  stubborn  stomach:^ 
which  contumacy,  until  we  have  quite  rooted  out  our  pride,  will 
always  make  things  too  little,  and  our  cowardice  too  large:  for  as 
fear  gives  a  false  idea  of  sufferings,  and  attempts,  as  above  our 
strength,  though  they  are  not  such,  so  vanity  makes  things  des¬ 
picable,  and  beneath  us,  which  are  rather  for  our  honour  and  re¬ 
putation;  but  if  men  would  sincerely  understand  that  they  are  but 
creatures,  all  the  distinctions  of  great  and  little,  high  and  low^ 
would  be  easily  swallowed  up  in  the  contemplation  of  the  hopes 
we  entertain  in  the  place  we  shall  have  in  his  mercy  who  is  the 
author  of  all  things. 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  REGENERATION,  WHEREIN  THE  PRINCIPLE 

OF  SPIRITUAL  LIFE,  THEREBY  IMPLANTED,  IS  PARTICU¬ 
LARLY  CONSIDERED.  BY  THE  REV.  JOHN  BLAIR. 

As  no  truth  is  more  interesting  and  important,  so  none  has 
been  more  frequently  and  fully  treated  in  a  practical  view,  by 
pious  writers,  than  the  doctrine  of  regeneration.  Many  have,  in 
this  way,  very*  excellently  and  largely  described  the  happy 
change,  which,  by  virtue  of  the  supernatural  work  of  the  holy 
spirit,  takes  place  in  the  whole  man.  I  have  therefore  no  design 
at  present  to  enter  upon  a  full  consideration  of  the  subject;  but 
shall  only  beg  leave  to  make  a  few  very  brief  observations,  some 
of  which  have  not  been  so  particularly  considered  in  practical 
treatises,  but  yet,  perhaps,  may  be  of  some  use  to  assist  in  the 
right  apprehension  of,  and  tend  to  prevent  mistakes  about,  a  doc¬ 
trine,  which  lies  so  much  at  the  foundation  of  all  true  religion. 

Observation  1st.  Regeneration  is  the  communication  of  a 
principle  of  spiritual  life  to  the  soul  of  a  sinner,  naturally  dead 
in  trespasses  and  sins,'  by  the  agency  of  the  holy  spirit. 

I  call  it  a  principle,  not  only  because  it  is  a  beginning  of  spiri¬ 
tual  life,  but  especially,  because  it  denotes  a  settled  determination 
of  the  mind  to  right  activity  towards  spiritual  objects,  under  a 
moral  consideration  of  them,  whence  results  every  right  exercise 
#f  heart  about  clivine  things.  It  is  the  determination  of  the  soul 
VoL.  II.  4  B 


578  • 

to  a  holy  activity  about  God  aiid  divine  things,  or  to  such  a  kind 
of  action;  not  from  the  impulsion  of  an  external  force,  but  an  in¬ 
ternal  active  principle:  and  therefore  is  justly  called  life.  Life  of 
the  most  excellent  kind.  It  is  the  life  of  life.*  , 

But  as  our  apostacy  from  God  has  fixed  in  us,  by  nature,  a 
very  contrary  determination,  to  a  course  of  sinful  action;  there¬ 
fore,  while  that  continues  (which  will  be  till  some  power  subdue 
it)  there  can  be  no  tendency  in  the  souhto  a  holy  temper.  The 
power  of  the  soul  to  any  activity  lies  formally  in  the  will.  Hence 
its  whole  power,  by  nature,  is  to  sin,  and  to  reject  God :  for 
the  carnal  mind  ia  enmity  against  him,  Rom.  viii.  7.  Consequently 
some  other  power  must  be  exerted  in  order  to  break  this  evil  de¬ 
termination,  and  reduce  the  rebellious  creature  to  a  right  tem¬ 
per.  And  that  must  be  a  power  that  has  dominion  over  the  will. 
This  new  determination,  therefore,  is  from  the  Almighty  agency 
of  the  holy  spirit,  it  is  he  that  communicates  this  new  principle 
of  life.  Accoixlingly  it  is  every  where  ascribed  to  him  in  scrip¬ 
ture.  John  iii.  3.-5.  and  vi.  63.  Tit.  iii.  5. 

Observation  2.  This  principle  of  spiritual  life  and  the  man¬ 
ner  of  its  communication  are  not  immediately  in  themselves  per¬ 
ceptible. 

As  Adam  did  not  perceive  when  God  breathed  into  his  nos¬ 
trils  the  breath  of  natural  life,  but  perceived  its  existence  and 
nature  from  its  activity  and  effects ;  so  the  existence  and  nature 
of  spiritual  life  are  known  only  by  the  experience  the  Christian 
has  of  its  exercise  and  efficacy.  In  this  view7  our  Lord  observes, 
John  iii.  8.  The  wind  bloweth  where  it  listeth,  and  thou  hearest 
the  sound  thereof,  but  canst  not  tell  whence  it  cometh,or  whither 
it  goeth:  so  is  every,  one  that  is  bom  of  the  spirits  There  are,  in¬ 
deed,  who  greatly  abuse  this  passage,  thence  flattering  them¬ 
selves,  that  they  may  be  the  subjects  of  regeneration  without  per- 
• 

*  There  is  some  distinction  between  a  natural  and  a  moral  principle 
of  action.  The  former  lies  in  the  very  essence  of  the  being  to  w  hich  it 
'  belongs,  or  is  a  determination  to  some  particular  kind  of  action  resulting 
from  its  frame  or  constitution.  Thus  self-activity,  or  natural  life,  which 
is  essential  to  the  soul,  is  a  principle  of  action  in  general.  A  determina¬ 
tion  to  particular  kinds  of  natural  action,  such  as  we  call  instinct  in 
brutes,  or  reason  in  men,  arises  immediately  from  the  existence  of  natu¬ 
ral  faculties,  or  something  in  the  frame  or  constitution  of  creatures  re¬ 
spectively.  But  a  moral  principle  is  a  determination  to  some  particular 
kind  of  action,  arising  from  some  settled  judgment  or  sentiment  in 
which  the  will  acquiesces.  Thus  a  principle  of  holy  action  is  the  fixed 
impression  of  some  spiritual  truth  or  truths  upon  the  heart. 
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ceiving  any  great  change  in  their  hearts  and  lives.  But  this  is  not 
only  foreign  to  the  sense  of  the  place,  but  contradictory  to  it.  For 
the  wind  is  very  sensibly  perceived.  The  design  of  our  I^rd 
seems  to  be  to  remove  Nicodemus’s  surprise  at  the  mysterious¬ 
ness  of  the  doctrine,  by  showing  him  it  is  a  supernatural  work, 
performed  by  the  holy  spirit  as  a  gracious  sovereign;  to  which 
the  sinner  himself  is  so  far  from  contributing  any  thing,  that  he 
is  not  so  much  as  sensible  of  the  article  of  communication,  nor 
perceives  the  manner  of  the  holy  spirit’s  operation.  Q.  d.  There 
are  mysteries  in  nature  which  you  cannot  account  for.  You  can¬ 
not  immediately  perceive  the  origin  of  the  wind,  nor  account  for 
its  ceasing  when  once  in  motion,  or  perceive  the  reason  why  it 
continually,  and  often  very  suddenly  changes  its  direction.  You 
hear  the  sound,  and  feel  the  effects,  but  it  is  only  by  observations 
on  these  sensations,  either  made  by  yourself,  or  suggested  by 
others,  that  you  can  infer  any  conclusions  about  its  nature  or 
causes.  Why  then  should  you  be  surprised  to  find  mysteries  in 
the  manner  of  divine  operations,  when  peiTorming  works  of 
grace?  in  this  new  birth,  a  man  can  only  perceive  the  exercises 
of  divine  life  in  his  heart;  and  by  scriptural  observations  on  these, 
infer  what  sort  of  a  life  he  lives,  or  form  conclusions  about  its 
nature  and  principle.  For  any  one  therefore,  to  pretend  to  tell 
what  the  principle  of  divine  life  is,  antecedent  to  all  exercises  of 
life  in  the  heart,  and  undertake  from  thence  to  demonstrate  and 
'  explain  those  exercises,  is  a  vain  attempt.  When  he  distinguishes 
this  life  from  all  its  exercises,  and  g^s  about  to  tell  us  what  it  b 
antecedent  to  them  all,  he  must  talk  in  the  dark  about  a  certain 
something,  of  which  he  has  no  idea.  To  give  it  a  name,  to  call 
it,  for  instance,  a  new  temper  or  taste,  is  not  to  tell  us  what  it  is. 
Let  any  man  explain  what  he  means  by  a  new  or  holy  temper, 
without  including  some  exercise  of  life  in  the  heart,  if  he  can. 

Observation  3.  Regeneration  and  conversion,  strictly  taken, 
are  not  distinct  things;  but  these  different  denominations,  express 
the  same  thing  under  different  views. 

I  say  conversion  strictly  taken.  For  largely  taken,  it  includes 
the  first  exercises  of  the  several  graces  of  the  holy  spirit,  which 
are  but  the  various  modifications  of  the  same  principle  of  spiritual 
life,  such  as  a  justifying  faith,  hope,  joy,  zeal,  sorrow  for  sin,  &c. 
From  which  regeneration  (though  the  term  is  often  also  used  in 
the  same  latitude,  yet)  is  so  distinct  in  a  strict  sense,  as  to  be  al¬ 
together  antecedent,  not  only  in  the  order  of  nature,  but  of  time 
too.  But  strictly  taken,  conversion  is  the  actual  submission  or 
turning  of  the  soul  to  God  in  the  most  simple  notion  of  it.  Thb 
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may  perhaps,  He  in  the  soul’s  submitting  itself  into  the  hands  of 
divine  sovereignty,  as  most  fitly  having  a  right  to  do  with  hi/n  as 
he  pleases:  or  in  a  supreme  regard  to  God  as  a  most  glorious 
Being,  and  rightful  Ix)rd.  Now  this,  when  considei'ed  as  the  effect 
of  the  holy  spirit’s  agency,  enabling,  or  causing  the  soul  to  turn 
to  God,  is  called  regeneration;  but  when  considered  as  an  activity 
essential  to  spiritual  life,  and  formally  as  the  soul’s  act,  it  is  cal¬ 
led  conversion ;  but  these  are  only  different  views,  and  aspects 
of  the  same  thing.  For  regeneration  undoubtedly  denotes  a  moral 
effect  produced  by  the  spirit  of  God.  But  this  effect,  which  he 
produces,  is  tlie  soul’s  turning  to  God.  Surely  nothing  short  of 
this  can  be  called  the  new  birth.  Regeneration  is  the  implanta¬ 
tion  of  holiness  in  the  heart.  Now  certainly,  there  can  be  no 
feal  holiness  without  turning  to  God.  The  soul  that  has  not 
turned  to  God,  is  still,  without  controversy  unregenerate.  Hence 
it  follows. 

Observation  4.  That  this  principle  wrought  in  the  soul  in  re* 
generation^  is  not  something  antecedent  to  every  act  and  exercise 
6f  holiness,  but  includes  in  it,  or  is  a  first  act  or  exercise  of  holi¬ 
ness,  of  the  same  nature  with  all  the  exercises  of  holiness  that 
follow  after,  through  the  course  of  life. 

To  cause  life  is  to  cause  action ;  for  activity  is  essential  to  the 
idea  of  life.  When  the  holy  spirit  regenerates  a  sinner,  he  com¬ 
municates  an  active  principle,  otherwise  it  were  not  life.  But  to 
talk  of  an  active  principle  existing  in  the  soul  absolutely  without 
action,  would  be  a  contradiction;  now  this  action  must  be  cleav¬ 
ing  to  God.  Hence  arises. 

Observation  5.  A  fifth  observation,  viz.  that  this  principle  of 
spiritual  life  consists  in,  or  includes  some  new  view  of  the  mind, 
and  determination  or  approbation  of  the  will. 

This  must  be  the  case,  because  it  is  a  moral  principle;  other¬ 
wise,  it  could  not  be  the  principle  of  a  course  of  moral  action ; 
when  therefore,  a  principle  of  spiritual  life  is  implanted,  a  moral 
effect  is  produced;  but  that  effect  which  includes  no  acts  of  the 
understanding  and  will,  but  is  absolutely  antecedent  to  them, 
must  be  a  mere  physical,  and  not  a  moral  effect,  and  then  to  re¬ 
generate,  ^vould  be  to  create  in  a  physical,  not  a  moral  sense. 

^  I  think,  the  sacred  scriptures  set  the  matter  in  the-  same  light 
with  the  above  observation.  Sometimes  this  happy  change  is  ex¬ 
pressed  by  the  term  light,  Eph.  v.  8.  Ye  were  sometimes  dark- 
ftess^  but  now  are  ye  light  in  the  Lord.  Sometimes  it  is  repre¬ 
sented  under  the  notion  of  being  made  willing.  Psal.  cx^  3.  Thy 
people  shall  be  roilling  in  the  day  of  thy  power.  Either  of  theso. 
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expressions  includes  the  other.  Thus  when  the  regenerate  ai*c 
called  light y  the  matter  is  not  confined  lo  the  understanding  only, 
b\it  includes  the  approbation  of  the  will,  and  to  be  willing,  cer¬ 
tainly,  includes  the  view  of  the  understanding;  for  there  can  be 
no  act  of  the  will  without  it ;  sometimes  both  are  set  in  view  to¬ 
gether,  as  Acts.xxvi.  18.  To  open  their  eyes,  and  to  turn  them 
from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  to  God.  Cer¬ 
tainly  to  open  the  eyes  and  turn  from  darkness  to  light,  is  to  en¬ 
lighten  the  understanding,  and  to  turn  to  God  is  an  act  of  the 
will.  To  the  same  purpose  is  2  Cor.  iv.  6.  For  God  hath  shined 
into  our  hearts,  to  give  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  gf 
God  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ.  To  see  the  glory  of  God,  must 
include  both  the  view  of  the  understanding,  and  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  will.  It  is  no  objection  to  this,  to  say,  these  scrip¬ 
tures  speak  of  this  change  largely  taken.  For  admitting  that, 
yet  it  is  not  by  way  of  contra-distinction  from,  or  exclusive  of  the 
first  instance;  but  the  first  existence  of  life  comes  under  the  same 
predicament.  Thus  they,  who  were  sometimes  darkness,  are  not 
said  to  be  enlightened  only  but  to  be  light.  God  in  the  new  cre¬ 
ation,  shines  into  the  heart,  in  a  manner  analogous  to  his  shining 
in  the  natural  world,  when  he  created  light  in  it.  It  is  very  easy 
to  say,  that  in  regeneration,  a  holy  temper  is  produced  whence 
this  knowledge  and  volition  arise;  but  perhaps,  it  would  not  be  so 
easy  to  tell,  in  that  connexion,  what  we  are  to  understand  by  that 
temoer.  Surely  we  are  not  to  conceive  of  a  moral,  in  the  same 
manner  as  of  a  natural  temper.  In  the  latter,  we  take  into  con¬ 
sideration  such  a  certain,  yet  various  construction  of  the  human 
frame,  as  is  apt  to  produce  such  and  such  passions  and  feelings 
of  nature.  Now,  if  we  have  an  idea  of  the  former  any  thing  like 
this,  we  must  then  consider  it  only  as  a  new  faculty  created  in 
the  soul,  and  has  nothing  moral  in  it,  any  more  than  the  under¬ 
standing  or  will  considered  as  natural  faculties.  But  if  we  con¬ 
ceive  of  it  as  a  moral  determination  of  the  soul  towards  God,  then 
we  must  consider  it  as  including  some  apprehension  of  God  in 
the  understanding,  and  an  act  of  the  will  embracing  him,  w  hich 
brings  the  matter  to  what  I  have  said.  Thus  we  are,  as  it  w  ere 
insensibly  led  to  some  apprehension  of  what  this  divine  principle 
is,  or  wherein  it  consists,  though  we  cannot  comprehend  the 
manner  of  the  holy  spirit’s  operation  in  producing  it,  or  explain 
how  it  exists.  It  is  an  experimental  practical  knowledge  of  God, 
or  it  is  a  new  view'  of  the  infinite  perfections  of  God,  with  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  them  in  the  will  as  most  excellent;  or,  which  is,  in¬ 
deed,  the  same  thing  under  its  proper  denomination,  it  is  a  su- 
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preme  love  to  Goi:  supreme  love  to  God,  is  the  very  essence  of 
true  religion.  Hence  it  is  called  the  fulfilling  of  the  law,  Rom. 

'  xiii.  10.  Our  Lord  mentions  love  to  God  and  our  neighbour  as 
the  sum  and  substance  of  the  whole  law.  Mat.  xxii.  37,  38,  39, 
40.  fJo  action  can  be  called  true  obedience,  if  it  do  not  flow  from 
love  to  God,  and  every  exercise  of  true  grace  may  be  reduced  to 
this  as  its  principle. 

Observation  6.  The  holy  spirit  makes  use  of  the  word  of  God 
as  a  mean  in  the  work  of  regeneration,  which  he  renders  irre¬ 
sistibly  efficacious  for  that  purpose. 

I  am  far  from  thinking  with  the  Armihians,  that  the  only  in¬ 
fluence  of  ♦the  holy  spirit  in  this  matter  lies  in  what  they  call 
moral  suasion;  that  is,  as  I  understand  it,  the  holy  spirit  having 
set  before  us  the  arguments  and  motives  of  the  gospel  in  the 
word,  both  by  his  providence,  and  an  influence  upon  the  mind, 
excites  its  attention  to  these  things,  and  assists  the  natural  facul¬ 
ties  in  weighing  those  arguments  and  motives;  and  thus  strives 
to  persuade  the  sinner  to  a  compliance  with  gospel  overtures,  but 
still  leaves  it  with  himself  to  yield  to;  or  reject  those  arguments 
by  a  sovereign  act  of  his  own  will.  According  to  this,  it  is  only 
an  objective  light  that  is  set  before  the  mind,  as  contained  in  the 
word;  a  representation  of  objects,  as  yet  at  a  distance,  of  which 
the  mind  has  no  knowledge  but  by  the  report  and  description  of 
the  word;  and  perhaps  the  most,  if  not  all  the  light,  which  is 
usually  called  common  illumination,  may  be  obtained  this  way. 

Nor  can  I  agree  with  some,  even  eminent  Calvinistic  divines, 
that  there  is  only  a  gradual  difference  ^tween  common  and  sav¬ 
ing  illumination;  I  believe  there  is  a  specific  difference;  there  is 
in  regeneration  a  subjective  light  created  in  the  soul,  which, though 
it  is  the  knowledge  of  a  glorious  object  presented  to  the  mind,  yet 
may  fitly  be  called  subjective  in  respect  of  the  mariner  of  its  com¬ 
munication,  as  contra-distinguished  from,  though  not  opposed  to 
the  mere  objective  light  of  the  word  before  described;  it  is  an  im¬ 
mediate  intuitive  sense,  or  knowledge  of  the  moral  p>erfections 
and  character  of  God,  not  gained  by  way  of  conclusion  from  pre¬ 
mises  or  by  argumentation,  but  arising  from  the  approach  of 
God  to  the  soul,  by  way  of  gracious  presence;  he  thus  takes  pos¬ 
session  of  the  heart,  and  fills  it  with  a  sense  of  himself  by  his 
presence  in  a  peculiar  manner;  and  this  is  a  way  of  knowing, 
very  different  from  that  received  merely  by  the  description  and 
report  of  the  word;  and  therefore  a  different  kind  of  knowledge, 
viz.  by  way  of  spiritual  sense  and  experience.  Though  we  can¬ 
not  perceive  or  explain  the  manner  of  this  divine  presence  or  ac- 
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cess  to  the  soul,  yet  the  fact  is  abundantly  witnessed  by  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  God’s  people;  notwithstanding,  they  have  an  habitual 
spiritual  knowledge  of  God  and  divine  truths,  yet,  at  one  season, 
they  are  distressed  with  darkness,  and  cannot  get  any  proper 
views  of  God;  at  another,  they  shall  be  full  of  light,  and  astonish¬ 
ed  with  the  view  of  divine  glory;  now  what  is  the  reason  of  this 
vast  difference  ?  surely,  not  from  any  difference  in  the  objective 
light  of  the  word,  or  their  capacity  to  meditate  upon  it.  But  the 
reason  of  it  is,  the  absence  of  God  in  the  one  case,  and  his  glo¬ 
rious  presence  in  the  other;  therefore,  their  first  such  knowledge 
of  God  was  from  such  an  approach  to  the  soul,  or  divine  presence 
in  it.  And  for  the  reality  of  this  experience  in  God’s  people,  I 
refer  to  the  account  the  sacred  scriptures  give  us,  sometimes  of 
their  bitter  complaints  of  God’s  hiding  himself,  and  panting  for 

him  as  the  hart  for  the  water  brooks;  at  other  times,  of  their  re- 

• 

joicing  in  his  beauty  and  glory,  with  which  they  are,  as  it  were, 
transported;  and,  I  think  these  words  of  Job,  xlii.  5.  I  have  heard 
of  thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear^  but  now  mine  rye  seeth  thee^  fully 
justify  this  distinction  of  objective  and  subjective  knowledge ;  for 
admit  that  the  design  of  the  words  is  to  represent  the  very  lively 
views  he  had  of  the  divine  excellency,  so  that  comparatively 
speaking,  all  his  former,  even  experimental  views  were  but  like 
report;  yet,  by  a  parity  of  reason  there  is  a  vast  difference  be¬ 
tween  experience  in  the  lowest  degree  and  report ;  and  he  goes 
upon  this  principle,  that  report,  or  by  the  hearing. of  the  ear,  is  a 
very  languid  and  imperfect  way  of  knowing,  compared  with  sight 
and  intimate  acquaintance.  These  are  very  different  kinds  of 
knowledge,  as  different  as  the  knowledge  a  man  has  of  a  country 
from  an  historical  account  and  map  of  it,  or  the  report  of  travel¬ 
lers,  and  that  he  has  from  travelling  through,  and  seeing  it  him¬ 
self.  Thus  then,  by  this  presence  of  God  in  the  soul,  it  has  a 
knowledge  of  him,  which  it  could  not  possibly  have  without  it, 
by  the  most  animated  descriptions  and  representations  of  the 
word.  It  was  thus,  even  innocent  Adam  knew  the  moral  char¬ 
acter  and  excellency  of  God,  not  only  by  objective  evidence  from 
without,  but  also  hy  subjective  evidence,  from  his  experience  of 
the  divine  presence. 

But  all  this  does  not  exclude  moral  influence  by  way  of  argu¬ 
ment,  the  arguments  contained  in  the  word ;  but  rather  accounts 
for  their  irresistible  efficacy.  Though  mere  moral  suasion  wdll 
not  do  the  business,  yet  it  is  not  excluded;  it  is  a  moral  effect  that 
is  to  be  produced ;  therefore,  it  is  natural  enough  to  expect  that 
'the  power  producing  it  should  be  exerted  in  a  moral  way; 
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aiid  consequently,  a  moral  mean  with  great  propriety  be  ad¬ 
mitted;  •  , 

That  this  matter  may  be  better  apprehended,  I  beg  leave  to 
observe,  that  the  blessed  God  must  be  exhibited  to  the  mind  as 
an  object  of  contemplation,  in  order  to  any  act  of  the  will  towards 
him.  The  will  approves  him  as  most  fit  and  worthy  to  be  chosen, 
which  must  be  founded  upon  the  contemplation  of  him  in  the 
mind;  Length  of  time  is  not,  indeed,  necessary  for  this  purpose. 
The  operations  of  the  mind  are  very  quick.  Were  we  to  suppose 
an  adult,  who  had  no  opportunity  of  the  word,  to  be  regenerated; 

,  no  doubt,  a  reflection  upon  his  own  intuitive  perceptions  would 
exhibit  the  blessed  God  to  the  mind,  as  an  object  of  contempla¬ 
tion.  For  it  is  absurd  to  suppose  a  new  heart  to  exist  in  an  adult 
person  without  any  ideas  of  God  and  divine  things  in  the  under¬ 
standing;  for  that  is  to  suppose  a  person  regenerated,  and  yet  al¬ 
together  ignorant  of  God;  to  turn  to  God  without  any  knowledge 
of  him,  which,  I  think,  is  a  contradiction,  and  the  same  thing  as 
to  say,  a  man  is  changed  without  any  alteration ;  the  thief  on  the 
cross  seems  to  be  an  instance  of  the  contrary;  though  he  lived  in 
the  land  of  Judea,  and  had  opportunity  of  the  word  of  God,  it  is  not 
probable  a  man  of  his  abandoned  character  sought  any  considera¬ 
ble  acquaintance  with  it;  yet  his  speech  to  his  fellow -criminal,  and 
his  address  to  Jesus  Christ,  showed  very  considerable  discoveries 
of  God,  and  the  character  of  his  Saviour. 

But  let  it  be  considered,  that  with  respect  to  sinners  who  live 
under  the  means  of  grace  and  enjoy  the  word  of  God,  though, 
by  reason  of  their  estrangement  from  God,  they  have  no  prof)ep 
views  of  diyine  truths,  yet  their  understandings  are  possessed  of 
some  general  speculative  knowledge  of  them;  yea,  convinced  sin¬ 
ners  have  more,  they  have  such  an  experimental  knowledge  of 
the  law  convincing  them  of  sin,  as  is  effectual  to  arouse  them  out 
of  their  fatal  security,  and  confute  their  false  notions,  and  awaken 
them  to  a  very  solemn  attention  to  the  word  of  God.  Now  in 
regeneration,  the  intuitive  views,  impressed  on  the  mind  by  the 
divine  presence,  are  exactly  the  same  with  the  descriptions  and 
delineations  of  the  divine  character  in  the  word.  The  mind  there¬ 
fore,  instead  of  reflecting  immediately  upon  its  own  perceptions, 
looks  forward  to  the  word.  Now  the  man’s  eyes  are  opened,  and 
he  understands  the  scripture  in  a  manner  he  never  could  before; 
there  hq  sees  this  glorious  object  represented  as  in  a  glass;  from 
thence  the  reflection,  is  so  strong  and  lively  as  irresistibly,  though 
in  a  moral  way,  to  determine  the. will;  for  surely,  it  is  very  appre¬ 
hensible,  that  the  views  of  the  mind  may  be  so  experimental, 
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strong,  and  full  of  evidence,  that  it  is  ifhpossible  for  a  rational 
being  to  withhold  the  approbation  and  consent  of  the  will;  and 
thus  this  divine  temper  is  formed  m  the  heart :  in  this  point  of 
light,  I  think,  the  apostle  sets  the  matter,  2  Cor.  iii.  18.  But  we 
all  with  open  face,  beholding,  as  in  a  glassy  the  glory  of  the  Lord, 
are  changed  into  the  same  image^  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as  by 
the  spirit  of  the  Lord.  Though  these  words  comprehend  the 
gradual  perfecting  the  image  of  God,  in  the  progress  of  the  work 
of  grace,  yet  certainly  the  first  step  of  the  process  is  in  the  same 
way  with  all  the  subsequent,  in  the  whole  series.  Nor  does  the 
use  of  the  glass  at  all  derogate  from  the  efficiency  of  the  spirit, 
in  causing  and  conducting  this  whole  matter;  and,  indeed,  there 
is  as  really  an  immediate  agency  of  the  spirit  u]X)n  the  soul,  in 
every  progressive  perfecting  of  the  irnage  of  God,  and  every  in¬ 
stance  of  the  quickening  of  grace  in  believers  (where  yet  the  con¬ 
curring  instrumentality  of  the  word,  notwithstanding,  is  acknow¬ 
ledged)  as  there  is  in  the  first  begetting  of  the  divine  life. 

Here  I  would  take  notice,  how  very  different  this  view  of 
divine  illumination  is  from  the  wild  conceits  of  enthusiasts ;  their 
pretended  extraordinary  discoveries  and  inspirations  consist  in 
unaccountable  impulses  without  the  word,  the  warm  flights  of 
imagination,  and  agitation  of  the  passions;  in  all  this  they  either 
have  no  reference  to  the  word  of  God,  but  rather  set  light  by  it 
in  comparison  of  their  own  great  light,  or  else  in  pretending  to 
the  word,  put  inconsistent  ridiculous  constructions  upon  it;  but 
these  intuitive  views  of  God,  I  mentioned  as  primarily  arising 
from  his  presence  in  the  soul,  are  but  the  impressions  of  such 
truths  as  the  word  of  God  describes;  they  lead  to  the  scriptures, 
and  give  a  rational  consistent  view  of  them;  this  light  is  tried  and 
judged  by  the  word  of  God:  to  the  law  and  to  the  testimony,  if 
they  speak  not  according  to  this  word,  it  is  because  there  is  no 
light  in  them.  Isa.  viii.  20. 

I  cannot  but  think  the  instrumentality  of  the  word  in  regene¬ 
ration,  in  the  view  I  have  given  of  it,  is  once  and  again  asserted 
in  the  sacred  scriptures;  thus,  1  Peter  i.  23.  Being  bom  again, 
not  of  corruptible  seed,  but  of  incorruptible,  by  the  word  of  God 
which  liveth  and  abideth  forever.  The  word,  here  rendered  bom 
again,  is  the  same  which  is  used,  John  iii.  3.  of  which  new  birth 
the  word  is  declared  to  be  an  instrument  or  mean;  in  the  same 
view,  the  same  apostle  tells  the  Christians  to  whom  he  wrote,  that 
by  the  great  and  precious  promises,  they  wjre  made  partakers  of 
the  divine  nature.  2  Pet.  i.  4.  and  to  be  made  partakers  of  the 
divine  nature  is  to  be  regenerated;  another  passage,  is  Jam.  i.  18. 

VoL.  II.  4  C 


Of  his  own  will  begat  he  us  with  [or  by]  the  word  of  truth.  The 
word  here  used,  cannot,  with  any  propriety,  I  think,  be  under¬ 
stood  of  any  thing  else  than  the  first  infusion  or  begetting  of  spi¬ 
ritual  life;  when  this  is  said  to  be  done  with,  or  by  the  word,  it 
must  intend  that  it  is  used  as  an  instrument  or  mean;  in  this  view, 
this  blessed  change  is  expressed,  by  putting  God’s  law  in  the  in¬ 
ward  parts,  and  writing  it  in  the  heart.  Jer.  xxxi.  33. 

Doubtless  the  holy  spirit  could  as  easily  accomplish  this  great 
work  without  using  any  mean;  yet  as  it  appears  very  plain,  he 
has  chosen  to  do  otherwise;  we  may  not  only  suppose,  but  readily 
see  great  propriety  in  his  making  use  of  the  word  in  this  matter: 
this  change  is  to  be  tried  and  judged  of  by  the  word;  therefore 
must  answer  to  the  descriptions  and  characters  there  given,  as 
the  impression  on  the^  wax  answers  to  the  characters  of  the  seal. 
The  views  of  God  in  the  mind  must  be  such  as  exactly  agi*ee  to 
the  descnptions  and  representations  of  him  in  the  word.  It  was, 
consequently  very  fit  that  these  characters  of  the  word  should  be 
impressed  upon  the  soul,  as  a  medium  of  determining  the  will  in 
regeneration. 

When  the  holy  spirit  takes  the  sinner  in  hand,  in  order  to 
bring  him  home  to  God,  the  first  step  he  ordinarily  takes,  is  to 
convince  him  of  sin,  confute  his  false  notions,  and  slay  his  legal 
hopes;  in  this  he  makes  use  of  the  law  as  a  mean,  as  all  acknow¬ 
ledge.  Yet  in  order  to  this  effectual  access  of  the  law  to  the  con¬ 
science,  there  is  as  really  an  immediate  exertion  of  power  and  in- 
fkience  upon  the  soul,  as  there  is  also  in  regeneration;  and  though 
this  conviction  does  not  make  the  sinner  more  worthy  of  the  grace 
of  God,  yet  the  great  design  of  it  is  to  prepare  the  way  for  the 
opening  of  divine  truths  upon  the  mind  with  the  brighter  evi¬ 
dence,  in  its  passing  this  saving  change;  which  reflects  the  image 
of  this  glory  upon  the  beholding  soul,  and  determines  the  will.  2 
Cor.  iii.  18.  Psal.  cx.  3. 

“  Observation  7.  Fi’om  this  view  of  the  mind,  and  determina¬ 
tion  of  the  will,  or  supreme  regard  to  Gixi,  result  the  various  ex¬ 
ercises  of  heart,  which  are  called  the  grace  of  the  holy  spirit,  and 
distinguished  by  particular  names,  as  their  proper  principle.  ^ 

From  this  view  of  the  divine  character  in  the  enlightened 

mind,  naturally  arises  a  discovery  of  the  n^essity  of  Christ’s 

# 

satisfaction  to  divine  justice,  and  the  fitness  and  glory  of  that  way 
of  reconciliatibn  with  God.  Hence  faith  in  Christ.  This  plan  of 
mercy  still  more  illustrates  the  glory  of  the  divine  character;  for 
it  shines  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ;  by  these  views  of  faith,  spiri¬ 
tual  affections  are  excited,  sorrow  for,  and  hatred  against  sin 
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raised;  hence  an  habitual  watchfulness  against  sin  and  opposition 
to  it,  and  delight  in  the  service  of  God;  and  all  this  infers  a  great 
and  permanent  change  in  the  whole  course  of  life  and  action;  but 
practical  writers  have  abundantly  explained  and  described  these 
things;  to  whom  1  refer  my  readers,  and  shall  insist  no  further 
upon  them  here. 

I  therefore,  conclude  with  this  general  remark,  viz.  that  it  is 
of  vastly  more  imp)ortance  and  concernment  to  us,  to  inquire  into 
the  reality  of  a  gracious  change,  as  discovered  by  the  alteration, 
and  holy  exercises  which  the  regenerate  experience;  than  spend 
our  time  and  zeal  in  disputing  about  the  principle  of  spiritual  life, 

wherein  it  consists,  or  what  it  is  antecedent  to  all  exercises  tliere- 

* 

of.  While  we  are  warmly  interested  in  deciding  the  speculative 
dispute,  we  are  apt  to  forget  the  practical  consideration  of  the  im¬ 
portant  su])ject,  and  the  application  of  it  to  ourselves ;  and  those 
who  attend  to  us  are  led  to  treat  the  matter  in  the  same  jnanner; 
by  this  means  the  interests  of  vital  piety  languish.  While  we 
justly  lament  the  low  state  of  experimental  religion,  to  devote 
ourselves  to  these  sp)eculative  refinements  will  not  be  {bund  the 
way  to  revive  it.  Experience  will  always  show,  that  to  keep  up 
a  practical  view  of  divine  truths,  and  the  solemn  application  of 
them  in  serious  pungent  addresses  to  the  conscience^  is  the  best 
calculated  for  that  purpose.  Besides,  if  we  lay  down,  by  way  of 
hypothesis,  a  certain  something,  of  which  we  can  have  no  idea 
(as  of  a  principle  of  life,  antecedent  to  all  exercises  of  life,  we 
cannot;  nor  can  we  infer  any  conclusions  about  its  nature  from 
any  exercises  of  the  heart,  if  it  Include  neither  idea  nor  volition, 
but  is  something  absolutely  antecedent  to  both)  then  we  shall  be 
in  danger  of  a  superstructure,  as  unintelligible  as  the  basis  upon 
which  we  build.  Thus  some  have  wildly  dreamed,  that  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  spiritual  life  may  exist  in  the  soul  without  any  act  or  ex¬ 
ercise  of  life,  as  a  taste,  which  lies  dormant  until  a  proper  object 
be  applied  to  it;  and  if  it  may  exist  thus  one  moment,  why  not 
two?  and  if  two,  why  not  a  minute?  and  so  on,  till  they  bring  the 
supposition  to  hours,  days,  months,  and  years;  and  so  a  regene¬ 
rate  person  may  still  continue  an  unbeliever,  and  of  consequence, 
in  an  unjustified  state:  and  I  see  not  why  it  would  not  be  as  easy 
to  continue  the  supposition  till  death,  and  to  send  him  to  hell,  with 
his  dormant  principle  along  with  him.  Thus  the  cause  of  vital 
religion  is  greatly  disserved. 

But  if  we  attend  to  the  plain  practical  views  the  scriptures 
givd  us  of  this  matter,  consider  the  exercises  of  divine  life,  which 
discover  the  happy  change  produced  in  regeneration,  and  trace 
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these  to  their  first  principle,  which,  from  the  nature  of  these  ex* 
ercises,  we  conclude  to  be  something  of  the  same  nature  with 
them;  to  be  a  first  act  of  the  series  of  acts  or  exercises  that  follow 
after,  which  the  holy  spirit  causes  the  soul  to  exert;  (i.  c.  causes 
it  to  live)  we  are  in  no  danger  of  any  fatal  mistake.  In  this  way^ 
the  heart  will  be  more  likely  to  feel  itself  interested;  and  thus 
people  become  more  solemn  and  exercised  in  examining  and 
judging  the  state  of  their  own  souls;  and  that  this  may  be  more 
extensively  the  case  among  professors,  may  God  of  his  infinite 
mercy  grant  for  Christ’s  sake.  Amen. 


The  following  sentiments  of  the.  Earl  of  Kinnoull,  on  the 
atonement  of  Christ,  are  extracted  from  his  character,  volume 
4th,  of  the  Scotch  Preacher,  written  and  published  by  desire 
'  of  the  directors  of  the  society  in  Scotland  for  propagating 
Christian  knowledge. 

The  approaches  of  death,  long  foreseen  and  familiar  to  the 
mind  of  this  nobleman,  he  beheld  with  serenity  and  fortitude,  for 
his  confidence  rested  upon  that  foundation  which  he  knew  death 
itself  could  not  shake.  No  words  can  do  so  much  justice  to  his 
sentiments  upon  this  subject  as  his  own.  They  were  exprest  to 
the  author  of  the  preceding  sermon,  in  course  of  a  long  and  seri¬ 
ous  conversation  upon  the  subject  of  it,  a  short  while  before  his 
death.  As  the  general  theme  was  of  his  recommendation,  §o  he 
specified  some  of  the  particular  topics  which  he  wished  to  be  in¬ 
troduced  in  it,  particularly  the  doctrine  of  the  atonement. 

‘‘  I  have  always  consideted  the  atonement  of  Christ,”  said  he, 
to  be  characteristical  of  the  gospel  as  a  system  of  religion.  Strip 
it  of  that  doctrine,  and  you  reduce  it  to  a  scheme  of  morality,  ex¬ 
cellent  indeed,  and  such  as  the  world  never  saw,  but  to  man,  in 
the  present  state  of  his  faculties,  absolutely  impracticable.'  The 
atonement  of  Christ,  and  the  truths  immediately  connected  with 
that  fundamental  principle,  provide  a  remedy  for  all  the  wants 
and  weaknesses  of  our  nature.  They  who  strive  to  remove  these 
precious  doctrines  from  the  word  of  God,  do  an  irreparable  injury 
to  the  grand  and  beautiful  system  of  religion  which  it  contains, 
as  well  as  to  the  comfort  and  hopes  of  man.  For  my  own  part^  I 
am  now.  an  old  man,  and  have  experienced  the  infirmities  of  ad¬ 
vanced  years.  Of  late,  in  the  course  of  severe  and  dangerous  ill¬ 
ness,  I  have  been  repeatedly  brought  to  the  gates  of  death.  My 
time  in  this  world  cannot  now  be  long.  But  with  truth  I  can  de¬ 
clare,  that  in  the  midst  of  all  my  past  afflictions,  mv  heart  was 
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supported  and  comforted,  by  a  firm  reliance  upon  the  merits  and 
atonement  of  my  Saviour;  and  now  in  the  near  prospect  of  enter¬ 
ing^  upon  an  eternal  world,  this  is  the  foundation,  and  the  only 
foundation,  of  my  confidence  and  hope.” 

In  these  sentiments  he  steadily  persevered  till  the  conclusion  of 
the  scene.  His  last  illness  continued  but  a  few  days,  it  was  a  wast¬ 
ing  and  decline  of  nature,  unattended  with  pain.  On  the  27th 
December,  1787,  without  a  struggle,  or  groan,  or  change  of  coun¬ 
tenance,  he  expired. 

“  Mark  the  perfect  many  and  behold  the  upright:  for  the  end  of 
that  man  is  peace. 

THE  MEDITATIONS  OF  AN  INTERESTING  MOMENT. 


Extracted  from  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 

December  31,  1805,  shall  I  call  it?  or  J^uary  1,  1806?  The 
clock  strikes  twelve;  the  bells,  with  sudden  peal,  ring  out  the  old 
year  and  usher  in  the  new.  While  the  different  periods  of  my  life 
loudly  resound,  as  they  turn  upon  their  hinges,  I  involuntarily  ex¬ 
claim,  “  Thus  passes  Time!— -thus  Eternity  advances!”  I  feel  my¬ 
self  at  this  moment  as  on  the  isthmus,  where,  standing  between 
both,  I  contrast  Eternity,  on  which  I  am  entering,  with  Time, 
when  it  is  decreed  to  last  no  longer.  Time  then  appears  as  a  glass, 
which  has  poured  forth  its  rapid  stream,  and  now  stops  exhaust¬ 
ed;  Eternity  presents  an  ocean  of  infinite  expanse,  which  knows 
no  shore  nor  ebb. 

In  Time  I  see  the  abode  of  Ephemerx,  the  passing  creatures 
of  a  moment.  There  all  things  are  bom  but  to  die;  appear  only 
to  vanish.  Brass  corrodes,  marble  crumbles,  and  the  whole  scene 
passes  as  the  figures  of  a  magic  lantern :  but  Eternity  I  confess 
the  residence  of  durability,  the  dwelling-place  of  Him  who  is,  and 
who  was,  and  who  is  to  come,'  the  “  I  AM.”  Around  his  throne, 
or  crushed  beneath  his  feet,  are  myriads  of  beings,  who  know  no 
change;  but  feel  their  doom  for  ever  sealed.  \ 

Through  all  tlie  shifting  scenes  of  Time,  I  contemplate  crowds 
of  probationers,  some  wishing,  others  dreading,  and  all  expecting 
to  change  their  fortunes.  I  see  the  colour  of  unknowirages,  de¬ 
pending  upon  the  moment  which  is  now  upon  the  wing.  In  one 
spot,  I  observe  a  few  who  feel  the  awful  ground  on  which  they 
stand,  and  anticipating  the  infinite  consequences  of  this  truth, 
bear  on  their  countenances  the  serious  impression :  but  on  everv 
other  side,  nothing  is  seen  but  a  drunken  oblivion,  which  swallows 
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in  the  immediate  draught,  all  thoughts  of  the  impending -future. 
—How  different  Etemityl  There  nothing  hangs  in  suspense, — 
each  knows  his  doom.  Religion  no  longer  trembles Vith  anxious 
fears,  nor  guilt  tastes  any  more  delusive  hopes !  All  are  occupied 
in  gathering  what  they  have  sowed.  In  Heaven  they  recall  their 
former  faith  and  hope,  joys  and  sorrows,  prayers  and  hymns,  and 
now  taste  the  sweet  fiaiits  of  grace  exercised  in  long  past  ages ! 
In  Hell  they ’feel  again  stings  which  they  thought  bluiited,  and 
are  haunted  with  recollections  for  which  they  hoped  to  have  found 
l^ethean  draughts.  Time,  though  such  an  evanescent  drop,  has 
dashed  with  gall  of  bitterness  the  cup  which  eternity  shall  n/5t 
exhaust. 

Time,  as  he  flies,  seems  to  recall  the  pleasure  he  brings ;  and 
says  to  the  righteous,  “Ye  must  only  taste  of  the  brook  by  the 
way;  I  am  bearing  you  on  my  wings  to  that  fountain  whence  you 
may  drink  immortal  draughts!”  With  equal  force  he  says  to  the 
holy  sufferer,  “  Each  pang  diminishes  the  tale,  and  every  throb 
becomes  more*  tolerable  as  it  announces  the  approach  of  ease.” 
It  is  Eternity  which  makes  pleasure  pleasure  indeed ;  for  no  bitter 
expectation  of  reverse  harrasses  the  mind ;  but  the  thought  that 
an  unalterable  futurity  of  bliss  is  all  my  own,  gives  the  exquisite 
taste  of  Eternity  to  every  sensation  of  delight.  But  in  the  stag¬ 
nant  lake  of  endless  woe  an  unknown  aggravation  is  thrown  into 
each  pang,  from  the  consideration,  “  This  must  last  for  ever.” — 
An  eternal  tooth-ache  only  would  be  a  Hell! 

Will  Time  thus  deeply  affect  Eternity,  and  should  not  Eter¬ 
nity  influence  Time?  Let  me  “  now  in  the  accepted  time,”  believe 
in  him  who  will  freely  bestow  on  me  eternal  life.  Let  me  begin 
this  year  with  the  resolution  of  Edwards,  so  worthy  of  his  ex¬ 
alted  and  pious  mind: — “  Resolved,  That  I  will  do  whatsoever  I 
think  to  be  most  to  God’s  glory,  and  my  own  good  profit  and 
X  pleasure,  without  any  consideration  of  the  time, — ^whether  now, 
or  ever  so  many  millions  of  ages  to  come.” 

^  f 

• 

ANECDOTES.  • 

OF  THE  REV.  JOHN  WESLEY. 

From  the  life  of  him^  by  Dr,  Cook  and  Mr,  Moore, 

Mr.  Wesley,  w^heh  he  was  about  six  years  of  age  was  re¬ 
markably  delivered  fix>m  fire. 

“  By  accident,  as  all  that  have  written  concerning  it  have 
supposed,  but,  according  to  his  own  account,  by  the  wickedness  of 
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•stome  of  his  father’s  parishioners,  who  could  not  bear  the^  plain 
dealing  of  so  resolute  and  faithful  a  pastor,  the  parsonage-house 
was  set  on  fire.” 

The  following  letter  from  Mrs.  Susannah  Wesley  to  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  clergyman  with  Mr.  John  Wesley’s  additions,  affords 
full  information  on  the  subject. 

“  On  Wednesday  night,  February.  9th,  between  the  hours  of 
eleven  and  twelve,  some  sparks  fell  from  the  roof  of  our  house  on 
one  of  the  children’s  feet.  She  immediately  ran  to  our  chamber 
and  called  us.  Mr.  Wesley,  hearing  the  cry  of  fire  in  the  street, 
started  up ;  (as  I  was  very  ill,  he  lay  in  a  room  separate  from  me) 
and  opening  his  door,  found  the  fire  was  in  his  own  house*.  He 
immediately  came  to  my  room,  and  bade  •  me  and  my  two  eldest 
daughters  rise  quickly  and  shift  for  ourselves.  Then  he  ran  and 
burst  open  the  nursery  door,  and  called  to  the  maid  to  bring  out 
the  children.  The  two  little  ones  lay  in  the  bed  with  her.  The 
three  others  in  another  bed.  She  snatched  up  the  youngest,  and 
hid  the  rest  follow,  which  the  three  eldest  did.  When  we  were 
gotten  into  the  hall,  and  were  surrounded  with  flames,  Mr.  Wes¬ 
ley  found  he  had  left  the  keys  of  the  door  above  stairs ;  he  ran  up 
and  recovered  them  a  minute  before  thfe  stair-case  took  fire. 
When  we  opened  the  street  door,  the  strong  n.  e.  wind  drove 
the  flames  in  with  such  violence  that  none  could  stand  against 
them.  But  some  of  our  children  got  out  through  the  windows, 
the  rest  through  a  little  door  into  the  garden.  I  was  not  in  a  con¬ 
dition  to  climb  up  to  the  windows,  neither  could  I  get  to  the  gar¬ 
den  door.  I  endeavoured  three  times  to  force’  my  pa.ssage  to  the 
street  door,  but  was  as  often  l>eaten  back  by  the  fury  of  the  flames. 
In  this  distress  I  besought  our  blessed  Saviour  for  help,  and  then 
waded  through  the  fire;  naked  as  I  was  it  did  me  no  farther  harm 
than  a  little  scorching  my  hands  and  my  face.” 

When  Mr.  Wesley  had  seen  the  other  children  safe,  he  heard 
the  child  in  the  nursersy  cry.  He  attempted  to  go  up  the  stairs, 
but  they  were  all  on  fire,  and  would  not  bear  his  weight.  Find¬ 
ing  it  impossible  to  give  any  help  he  kneeled  down  in  the  hall, 
and  recommended  the  soul  of  the  child  to  God.” 

Mr.  John  Wesley  adds. 

“  I  believe  it  was  just  at  that  time  I  waked,  for  I  did  not  cry, 
as  they  iimgined,  unless  it  was  afterwards.  I  remember  all  the 
circumstances  as  distinctly  as  though  it  were  but  yesterday. 
Seeing  the  room  was  very  light,  I  called  to  the  maid  to  take  me 
up ;  but  none  answering,  I  put  my  head  out  of  the  curtains,  and 
saw  streaks  of  fire  on  the  top  of  the  room.  I  got  up  and  to 
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the  door,  but  could  get  no  farther;  all  the  floor  beyond  it  being 
in  a  blaze.  I  then  climbed  up  on  a  chest,  which  stood  near  the 
window.  One  in  the  yard  saw  me  and  proposed  running  to  fetch 
a  Isidder,  another  answered,  there  will  be  no  time,  but  I  have 
thought  of  another  expedient.  Here  I  will  fix  myself  against  the 
wall.  Lift  a  light  man  and  set  him  on  my  shoulders ;  they  did 
so  and  took  me  out  of  the  window.  Just  then  the  whole  roof  fell 
in,  but  it  fell  inward,  or  we  had  all  been  crushed  at  once.  When 
they  brought  me  into  the  house  where  my  father  was,  he  cried 
out,  come  neighbours,  let  us  kneel  down,  let  us  give .  thanks  to 
God ;  he  has  given  me  all  my  eight  children,  let  the  house  go  I 
am  rich  enough.  The  next  day  as  he  was  walking  in  the  garden, 
and  surveying  the  ruins  of  the  house,  he  picked  up  part  of  a  leaf 
of  his  polyglott  Bible,  on  which  just  those  words  were  legible : 
“  Vade,  vende  omnia  qu*  habes,  et  attolle  crucem  et  sequere  me  I” 
^  Go,  sell  all  thou  hast,  and  take  up  the  cross  and  follow  me.” 

The  memory  of  Mr.  Wesley’s  escape  is  still  preserved  in 
one  of  Mr.  Wesley’s  early  prints;  under  his  portrait  there  is  a 
house  in  fiames  with  this  inscription : 

IS  NOT  THIS  A  BRAND 
PLUCKED  OUT  OF  THE  BURNING. 

The  above  recited  anecdote  of  Mr.  Wesley  is  but  one  of  a 
thousand  illustrations  of  the  great  truth,  “  that  when  God  has  a 
work  for  a  creature  to  effecty  that  creature  U  immortal  till  the  work  is 
accomfiUshed,  The  renowned  Columbus  was  once  saved  from 
death,  by  swimming,  with  the  aid  of  an  oar,  six  miles  from  his 
sinking  ship.  The  author  of  the  Pilgrim’s  Progress,  in  his  early 
life  was  twice  saved  from  drowning.  When,  being  a  soldier  in 
the  parliamcntry  army  at  the  seige  of  Leicester  (in  the  year 
1645)  he  was  drawn  out  to  stand  centinel,  a  comrade,  at  his  own 
pressing  request,  took  Bunyan’s  place.  The  comrade,  shortly  af¬ 
ter  assuming  the  post,  was  shot  through  the  head,  and  fell  to  the 
ground  lifeless. 

.A  man,  once  given  to  intoxication,  but  afterwards  savingly 
converted  to  God,  happening  to  fall  in  company  with  his  former  as¬ 
sociates;  they  begged  of  him  to  cast  away  religious  impressions 
and  drink  with  them;  at  least,  they  said,  a  draught  of  liquor  could 
do  him  no  harm.  The  good  man  answered,  “  I  am  as  a  brand 
plucked  from  the  burning;  but  as  a  brand  that  has  once  been  in  the 
flame,  may  easily  take  fire  agazuy  I  will  keep  myself,  in  God’s 
name,  from  the  danger. 
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Account  of  a  settlement  of  the  Moravians 
in  the  south  of  Africa. 

[Continued  from  page  544.] 

On  their  return,  we  entered  into  a 
consultation,  how  to  make  it  practicable 
to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  government 
in  the  best  manner.  We  felt  it  our  duty 
not  to  refuse,  especially  as  we  are  ex¬ 
pressly  called,  to  improve  every  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  instructing  the  Hottentots,  and 
preaching  the  gospel  to  them.  The  text 
of  scripture  appointed  for  that  day  was 
also  deeply  impressed  upon  our  minds: 
Thou  thalt  go  to  all  that  I  thall  tend  thee^ 
and  vihattoever  I  command  thee,  thou  thalt 
epeak.  Jeremiah,  i.  7-  We  were  thereby 
greatly  encouraged  to  place  our  whole 
trust  in  the  Lord,  and  to  commit  this  im¬ 
portant  matter  to  Him,  assured  that  He 
would  help  us  in  all  difficulties.  Brother 
Rose,  therefore,  was  commissioned  to 
write  to  the  commissary-general,  and  ex¬ 
press  our  willingness  to  comply  with  the 
ilesire  of  government,  and  to  appoint  a 
missionary  to  attend  the  Hottentot  soldi¬ 
ery,  and  preach  the  gospel  to  them.  We 
requested,  however,  that  the  name  of 
chaplain  might  not  be  given  him,  but  that 
he  might  be  considered  only  as  a  missi- 
ona!  y  of  the  Unitae  Fratrum,  with  per¬ 
mission  to  regulate  his  pastoral  labours 
according  to  the  manner  usual  in  our 
church,  and  to  be  subject  to  our  own 
rules,  so  as  to  be  called  home,  in  case  the 
plan  did  not  answer  the  proposed  end  A 
messenger  was  dispatched  with  the  letter, 
and  by  the  answer  we  meant  to  be  di¬ 
rected  in  our  future  deliberations. 

This  year  was  distinguished  by  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  drought.  The  country  was 
so  parched,  that  it  could  not  be  plough¬ 
ed,  and  large  tracts  remained  uncultivat¬ 
ed.  There  was  consequently  a  rise  in 
the  price  of  coni,  and  frequently  not  a 
grain  was  to  be  had  at  the  farmers.  The 
grass  in  the  meadow' -lands  withered,  and 
the  poor  cattle,  in  many  places,  died  with 
hunger. 

On  the  9th  and  10th  of  June,  w'e  had 
a  terrible  storm,  which  rose  to  such  a 
pitch,  that  our  roofs  suffered  damage. 
We  were  obliged  to  stop  short  during  tlie 
sermon  on  the  lOtli,  and  the  Hottentots 
had  enough  to  do  to  secure  the  roof  of 
our  church  against  the  violence  of  the 
wind.  In  this,  however,  they  succeeded, 
and  in  the  following  days  diligently  ex¬ 
erted  themselves  to  repair  tlie  damage 
done  to  the  dw'ellings. 

June  12th,  Mr.  Alberti  called  upon  us. 
He  has  lately  been  appointed  Landdrots 
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of  the  Lower  Country.  He  had  formed 
an  acquaintance  with  the  Brethren  Rose 
and  Kuehnel  in  Mr.  von  Mist’s  house  at 
Cape -town,  and  declared  his  great  regard 
for  us  and  our  mission. 

In  the  middle  of  July,  our  friend  Peter 
D.  and  his  brother  Daniel,  spent  a  day 
with  us,  and  gave  us  some  instruction  in 
the  manner  of  treating  our  vineyard.  The 
Jatter  called  upon  one  of  our  oldest  Hot¬ 
tentots,  And  addressed  him  thus:  “  I  re¬ 
member  having  been  brought  up  by  you, 
and  therefore  still  respect  you;  but  I 
could  not  have  supposed,  that  you  would 
attain  to  such  an  age.”  The  Hottentot 
was  much  affected  by  this  friendly  speech, 
and  answ'ered:  **  Yes,  Baas,  this  God  has 
done  for  me,  out  of  love  and  mercy.  He 
spared  my  life,  that  I  might  become  sav¬ 
ingly  acquainted  with  bis  son  Jesus 
Christ,  and  be  baptized  and  washed  frora 
my  sins  in  His  precious  blood.  Nothing 
but  the  power  of  His  blood  could  change 
my  bad  heart.  But  Baas  must  not  sup¬ 
pose,  that  now  all  is  complete;  O  no,  sin 
lurks  on  the  outside,  and  sometimes  de¬ 
mands  entrance;  and  old  as  I  am,  I  feel 
that  much  is  wanting  to  make  me  what  I 
should  be.”  Daniel  D.  listened  attentively 
to  the  venerable  old  Hottentot’s  account 
of  himself,  and  could  not  refrain  .from 
tears. 

July  22d,  four  adults  were  baptized 
into  the  death  of  Jesus.  It  was  a  solemn 
transaction,  accompanied  wnth  a  power¬ 
ful  sense  of  our  Lord’s  presence  with  us, 
of  which,  in  the  following  days,  the  new¬ 
ly  baptized  testified  with  great  gladness. 
One  of  the  communicant  sisters,  related, 
that,  on  the  evening  previous  to  its  being 
announced,  that  the  above-mentioned 
four  persons  should  be  baptized,  she  went 
into  her  gai*den,  and  prayed  unto  the 
Lord:  “  O  gracious  Saviour!  though  1 
and  my  family  are  such  ungrateful  beings, 
do  not  let  others  in  the  congregation  re¬ 
main  behind.  Now,”  added  she,  “  I  per¬ 
ceive,  that  He  does  not  despise  the  pray¬ 
ers  of  a  poor  sinner!” 

July  5th,  we  received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
von  Mist,  in  answer  to  oiu*  above-men¬ 
tioned  proposals,  all  of  which  he  agreed 
to,  and  again  urged  the  Hendingof  a  mis¬ 
sionary  to  the  Hottentot  camp  as  soon  as 
possible,  for  whose  maintenance  provision 
was  made.  Brother  Kohrhammer,  having 
received  and  accepted  this  call,  com¬ 
mitted  the  school  to  the  care  of  Brother 
Kuehnel.  This  was  made  known  to  tbw 
children,  by  brother  Rose,  on  the  27th, 
and  it  is  impossible  to  describe  how  they 


t^’ere  aflTected.  They  came  'and  expressed  me,  a  miserable  creature,  encourages  me 
itheir  thanks  to  Brother  Kohrhammer  for  to  hope,  that  you  have  not  forgotten  me, 
his  love,  and  the  pains  he  had  taken  to  but  still  remember  the  distressed  state  of 
teach  them,  in  strong  language  and  with  my  soul.  I  can  only  send  up  sighs  and 
many  tears,  and  promised  anew  to  use  cries  of  anguish,  with  bitters  tears,  to 
all  diligence,  in  future,  to  learn  their  our  Saviour,  and  this  alone  seems  to 
lessons.  afford  my  wretched  mind  some  relief. 

'  Brother  Kohrhammer  and  his  wife  But,  alas!  I  am  often  almost  driven  to 
could  not  set  out  as  soon  as  was  expect-  despair.  Pray  for  me  to  Him,  from  whom 
ed,  on  account  of  g^eat  inundations,  oc-  all  help  cometh,  'and  who  knows  our  ne- 
casioned  by  torrents  from  the  mountains,  cessity.  O  that  1  had  always  continued  in 
in  this  rainy  season.  the  way  of  His  gracious  purposes  with 

August  24th,  the  waters  having  abated  me,  then  I  should  not  have  been  plunged 
a  little,  they  left  us  in  two  waggons,  two  into  this  dismal  state.  I  beseecli  you,  rc- 
draughts  of  oxen  having  been  sent  half-  ceive  these  open-hearted  confessions  in 
way  to  relieve  the  first,  as  the  poor  crea-  love,  for  1  find  some  comfort  in  complain - 
fures  are  at  present  so  weakened  by  bad  ing  of  my  distress  to  others,  especially  to 
food,  that  one  draught  could  not  travel  such,  who  live  in  communion  with  God, 
from  hence  to  the  Cape.  We  commend-  and  are  His  sen^ants. 
cd  our  dear  fellow -labourers  in  fervent  September  5th,  captain  Paravicini  de 
prayer  to  God,  and  Brother  Rose- gave  Cai)ella,  adjutant  to  governor  Jansen,  the 
them  letters  of  recommendation  to  Mr.  the  governor’s  son,  and  some  other  offi- 
von  Mist,  Governor  Jansen,  and  Captain  cers,  called  upon  us.  They  are  travelling 
Lesuemr.  through  the  country  to  make- everywhere 

September  3d,  the  w  aggons  returned,  the  needful  arrangements  for  defence,  in 
and  brought  us  very  agreeable  accounts  case  of  an  attack.  At  their  request, 
of  their  safe  arrival  at  the  camp,  and  the  several  of  our  school-children  sang  hymns 
friendly  reception  they  had  met  with  from  during  dinner,  which  gave  great  satisfac- 
all  ranks.  Brother  Kohrhammer  inform-  tion.  At  taking  leave,  the  gentlemen 
ed  u§,  that,  shortly  before  his  arrival  at  gave  us  ten  dollars,  to  be  spent  in  some 
Cape-town,  nine  missionaries  had  arriv-  rew'ards  to  the  children.  We  therefore 
I  ed  there  from  Copenhagen,  on  their  voy-  distributed  a  quantity  of  dried  peaches 
age  to  the  East-Indies.  Among  them  to  above  eighty  children,  which  were 
were  Messrs.  Ringeltaube  and  Voss,  the  particularly  acceptable  at  this  time  of 
latter  having  been  formerly  stationed  general  scarcity. 

here  at  Rodesand  as  minister.  This  cir-  Some  days  after,  captain  Paravicini 
cun^stance  had  given  rise  to  a  report,  sent  us  an  order  from  government,  to 
sent  us  express  by  a  farmer’s  wife,  that  keep  some  of  our  most  intelligent  and 
^  two  teachers  had  arrived  from  Herrnhut,  trusty  Hottentots  in  readiness  to  be  sent, 
who  were  already  engaged  in  the  camp,  at  the  shortest  possible  notice,  to  Zoei& 
find  that  Brother  Kohrhammer,  there-  Melks  valley,  where  they  were  to  be  em- 
forei  need  not  go  thither.  ployed  in  conveying  powder  from  the  new 

Brother  Rose  received,  by  this  oppor-  magazine  to  different  places,  where  it 
lunity,  a  letter  from  a  German  soldier  might  be  most  wanted, 
belonging  to  the  garrison  at  Cape-town,  Towards  the  close  of  September,  the 
.a  native  of  Suhla  in  Thuringia,  educated**  whole  country  was  throwm  into  great  con - 
"in  the  brethren’s  school  at  Ebersdorf,  stemation,  by  a  communication  on  the 
and  there  received  as  a  member  of  the  part  of  government,  that  a  British  fleet 
congregation  and  a  communicant.  His  was  expected  on  the  coast.  Several  farm- 
step-father,  however,  prevailed  upon  him  ers  in  our  neighbourhood  received  orders 
to  quit  our  connexion.  He  afterwards  to  repair  to  Cape-town  to  do  military 
went  to  Holland,  where  he  fell  into  the  duty,  and  our  Hottentots  were  afraid, 
hands  of  Seelenverkaueffer  (a  species  of  that  they  should  be  obliged  toT  follow 
crimps),  and  into  the  utmost  wretched-  them. 

ness.  He  lost  all  his  property,  and  lay  On  the  29th,  we  received,  by  express, 
for  six  weeks  in  a  state  of  delirium,  but  a  letter  from  governor  Jansen,  to  the  fol- 
having  recovered  a  little,  was  shipped  off  lowing  effect:  That  the  present  .circum- 
for  this  country,  after  the  Cape  had  been  stances  had  rendered  it  necessary  to  pro- 
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therefore,  that  confidence  in  ns,  that  we  tection  of  fi^overnmei^t,  in  common  with 
would  be  willinj^  to  suffer  these  women  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants,  they  are  there- 
and  children  to  remain  here  as  long  as  fore  obliged  to  take  their  share  in  its  de- 
might  be  required  by  the  present  state  of  fence,  and  to  turn  out,  whenever  requir- 
uffairs,  and  to  provide  them  with  the  cd.  Several  officers,  therefore,  called 
necessaries  of  life,  on  government  ac-  here  in  the  following  days,  and  took  with 
count;  which  kind  service  done  to  these  them  the  most  able  of  the  Hottentot  men. 
forsaken  people,  would  be  gratefully  ac-  Thus  we  lost  again  thirty  of  our  pcople,- 
knowledged.  .  who  marched  to  Cape -town  towards  the 

Thouf^  our  compliance  with  this  wnsh  end  of  October,  besides  ten  men,  ap- 
could  not  Init  be  attended  with  much  in-  pointed  to  the  service  of  the  powder- 
convenience  to  us,  and  w'e  even  feared  magazines  in  Zoete  Melks  valley.  They 
that  much  moral  evil  might  ensue,  by  the  bid  us  farewel  with  many  tears,  and  we 
atlmission  of  so  many  people,  w’ho  are  dismissed  them,  not  without  some  pain- 
chiefly  in  a  wild,  uneon verted  state,  into  ful  apprehensions,  lest  the  good  word 
a  missionary  settlement,  yet  we  could  not  they  have  heard  in  this  place  (which  in 
refuse.  Brother  Rose,  therefore,  wrote  the  hearts  of  many  seemed  to  promise 
in  answ’er,  that,  considering  it  our  duty  good  fruit),  should  be  forgotten  amidst 
to  support  government  to  the  best  of  our  the  hurry  and  dissipation  attending  a  mili- 
power,  and  pitying  likew  ise  the  case  of  tary  life. 

the  poor  people  alluded  to,  in  these  cala-  The  place  of  these  people  was  soon 
mitous  times,  we  were  the  more  w'illing  filled,  but  not  in  the  manner  most  agree- 
to  take  them  under  our  care  for  the  pre-  ble  to  us,  by  the  arrival  of  the  women  and 
sent.  We  only  humbly  requested,  that  children  belonging  to  the  Hottentot 
immediate  steps  might  be  taken  to  pro-  corps,  187  in  number.  They  arrived  in 
vide  a  sufficient  quantity  of  com,  as  we  three  divisions,  during  the  month  of  Oc- 
had  none  of  our  <»'vn  growth,  and  did  not  tober;  and  w'e  cannot  express  what  our 
know,  in  tlie  present  dearness  of  that  ar-  feelings  were,  on  seeing  about  sixty 
tide,  how’  to  procure  any.  Tw'o  messen-  women  and  children  in  a  company,  all  in 
gers  w'ere  immediately  sent  off  wdth  this  rags,  and  half  starved  for  watit  of  food, 
answer  to  Cape -town,  _one  of  whom,  at  coming  into  our  settlement.  Being  seated 
the  governor’s  request,  was  appointed  to  in  rows  before  our  dwelling,  each  of 
accompany  the  said  w'omen  and' children  them,  young  and  old,  received  a  good 
to  our  settlement.  The  other  returned  to  slice  of  bread,  previously  baked  in  pro- 
us  on  the  5th  of  October,  and' brought  a  spect  of  their  arrival,  'which  they  seized 
letter  from  the  governor,  containing  or-  with  all  the  greediness  of  hunger.  After 
<lers  to  different  officers  of  this  district,  this  meal,  and  suitable  exhortatioite,  they 
1o  furnish  us  with  the  needful  quantity  of  were  distributed  partly  in  the  empty 
grain.  Brother  Kohrhammer  likewise  in-  houses,  partly  among  the  Hottentot  fa- 
formed  us,  that  the  whole  Hottentot  milies.  We  felt  ^reat  support,  under  all 
camp  bad  broken  up,  and  that  the  corps  the  inconvenicncies  occasictned  by  such 
was  now  stationed  on  different  parts  of  an  unusual  number  of  gtiests,  from  the 
the  coast.  He  therefore  desired  us,  as  enliveningconsideration,  that,  perhaps, by 
soon  as  possible,  to  send  two  waggons  to  the  LordSs  blessing,  many  of  these  poor 
bring  him  and  his  wife  back  to  Bavians-  neople  will  hear  the  gospel  in  this  place 
kloof.  They  were  sent  off  on  the  6th,  and  Tor  their  everlasting  salvation.  We  were 
we  had  the  pleasure  to  see  him  return  to  likewise  pleased  to  perceive,  that  their 
us  on  the  12th.  relatives  in  the  Hottentot  corps  remem- 

By  a  letter  from  captain  Lesueur,  re-  bered  them,  and,  as  much  as  their  cir- 
crived  October  5th,  our  Hottejitots  were  cumstances  would  admit  of  it,  afforded 
not  a  little  alarmed.  The  captain  de-  them  some  assistance.  Thus  we  received, 
manded,  that  all  those  men,  who  had  pro-  by  captain  Lesueur,  twenty  dollars^  cql- 
mised  to  come  fon^*ard  for  the  defence  lected  by  the  Hottentot  soldiery’  for  the 
of  the  country  in  case  of  actual  danger,  use  of  their  wives,  which  we  immediately 
should  now  make  ready,  and  by  degrees  distributed  among  them, 
join  the  army.  When  our  Hottentots  suf-  During  the  month  of  October,  two 
fered  their  names  to  be  put  down  in  this  Hottentot  children  departed  this  life  very 
view,  they  understood,  that  they  were  not  happily.  The  first  was  a  boy,  nine  years 
to  be  called  upon,  till  notice  was  given,  old,  of  whom  its  parents  used  to  say,  that 
by  the  firing  of  alarm-guns,  that  the  ene-  it  was  the  most  obedient  child  they  had. 
my  was  really  on  the  coast  But  as  it  is  Whenever  we  spoke  to  little  Joseph  (for 
the  intention  of  government  to  be  fully  that  was  his  baptismal  name)  about  our 
prepared,  before  the  appearance  of  the  Saviour  and  his  love  to  the  children,  he 
<;nemy,  and  the  Hottentots  enjoy  the.  pro-  not  only  showed  great  attention,  but  his 
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wiiole  aoul  sfcctncd  to  deli,8:ht  in  it.  In  his  scriptions  of  the  physitians  seemed  fiot 
long^  and  painful  illness,  he  showed  great  to  produce  the  desired  effect;  erery  night 
patience,  and  sometimes,  when  he  was  he  experienced  the  same  suffering,  by 
almost  worn  out  with  pain  and  weakness,  which  he  lost  all  sleep,  and  the  attacks 
he  cried  simply  and  confidently  to  the  became  so  violent,  that  freauently  the 
Lord,  praying  him  soon  to  come  and  de-  person  w’atching  with  him  thought  his 
liver  him  from  all  earthly  grief  and  trou-  breath  would  stand  still.  Our  distress 
ble.  The  other  was  a  girl  of  the  same  was  much  heightened  by  the  declaration 
age,  and  when  first  taken  ill,  had  not  of  Dr.  Temple,  that  he  really  knew  no 
been  baptized.  She  now  prayed  most  means  of  cure  for  this  disorder,  and  being 
fervently,  that  6ur  Saviour  W’ould  forgive  old  and  infirm,  he  was  frequently  pre- 
her  all  her  sins,  and  cleanse  her  soul  in  vented  from  calling  upon  his  patient. 
His  precious  blood.  We  could  not  refuse  when  most  w'anted.  To  send  for  a  phy- 
her  request  to  be  baptized.  Brother  sician  from  Cape-town,  would  be  attend- 
Rose,  therefore,  administered  this  sacra-  ed  with  great  expense  and  trouble.  At 
ment  to  he>,  on  her  sick  bed,  calling  her  length,  on  the  30th,  these  asthmatic  af- 
Elizabeth,  during  a  most  powerful  sense  fections  seemed,  in  some  degree,  to 
of  the  Lord’s  presence,  by  which  all  were  abate,  and  brother  Rose  joined  us  in 
melted  in  tears.  The  poor  girl  could  not  thanking  our  gracious  Lord,  the  physician 
find  woi*ds  sufficient  to  express  her  gra-  of  soul  and  body,  for  this  relief  How- 
titude  for  the  grace  of  God  bestowed  ever,  we  remain  under  great  concern  on 
upon  her.  When  sister  Rose  visited  her,  hi?  account,  and  have  no  hope,  but  in  the 
seme  days  after,  she  found  her  longing  to  mercy  and  help  of  God  our  Saviour, 
depart  and  be  with  Christ,  and  rejoicing  ^ 

greatly  at  the  prospect  of  soon  seeing  her 

Redeemer  face  to  face.  Sister  Rose  then  ORDINATION, 

began  to  sign  verses,  treating  of  that  On  the  24th  Sept,  the  Presbytery  of 
bles  -ed  subject,  during  which  the  child  Oneida  ordained  Mr.  George  Hall,  of  East 
lay  quiet,  and  soon  after  departed  gently  Haddam,  Con.  to  the  work  of  the  gospel 
into  the  mansions  of  bliss.  ministry;  and  installed  him  in  the  pastoral 

The  month  of  November  W'as  the  most  charge  of  the  congregation  of  Cherry 
distressing  period  we  have  ever  known  Valley.  The  Rev.  James  Southward,  of 
since  our  arrival  here,  chiefly  on  account  Bridgwater,  made  the  introductory  pray- 
of  the  severe  illness  which  befel  our  dear  er;  the  Rev.  Samuel  F.  Snowden,  of 
Brother  Rose.  In  the  night  between  the  New  Hartford,  delivered  the  sermon;  the 
26th  and  27th  of  October  he  was  seized  Rev.  James  Carnahan,  of  Hillsborough, 
with  an  uncommon  difficulty  of  breath-  made  the  ordaining  prayer;  the  Rev.  Jo- 
ing,  which  alarmed  us  very  much.  Early  shua  Knight,  of  Sherburne,  presided;  and 
in  the  morning,  we  sent  a  messenger  to  gave  the  charge  to  the  minister,  and  the 
Dr.  Temple,  who  arrived  with  us  in  the  charge  to  the  people;  the  Rev.  Mr.  South- 
afternoon,  and  prescribed  proper  means  ward  gave  the  right  hand  of  fellowship, 
of  relief,  by  w  hich  these  first  symptoms  and  the  Rev.  Andrew  Oliver,  late  of  Pel- 
were  removed,  but,  in  the  night  between  ham.  Mass,  made  the  concluding  prayer, 
the  8th  and  9th  of  November,  they  re-  The  scene  was  peculiarly  solemn  and  im- 
tumed  with'greater  violence.  The  pre-  pressive. 


claimed  a  right  to  think  on  this  subject  the  Christian  tempter,  in  Ivhich  She  uras 

for  herself,  80  she  readily  granted  others  completely  successful, 
the  same  privilege  which  she  claimed.  She  had  heard  of  a  sister’s  illness  and 
Her  own  childreti  were  baptized,  and  her  hastened  to  her  relief  Her  attentions 
niece  whom  she  had  adopted  as  a  daugh-  were  unremitting  day  and  night  Anxiety 
ter.  In  habits  of  intimacy  with  her  for  ^  and  fatigue  made  dangerous  inroads  upon 
manv  years,  a  subject  upon  which  we  her  own  health.  She  indeed  fell  a  martyr 
could  not  agree  was  never  once  introduc-  to  humanity^  and  hone  can  fall  in  a  better 
ed,  whilst  other  subjects,  the  hope  and  cause.  Falling  in  battle,  men  are  said  to 
triumph  of  Christians,  w'ere  cheerfully  dis-  fall  in  the  bed  of  honour  y  this  is  true  in  an 
cussed.  Party  would  lose  its  vinilency,  equal,  or  even  in  a  higher  degree  of  those 
were  the  sanie  temper  alw  ays  cherish-  who  fall  doing  good  to  their  fellow  crea- 
ed,  and  the  same  conduct  pursued.  Con-  tures. 

sidering  the  difierent  constitutions  of  The  disease,  at  first,  was  not  supposed 
mind,  the  pow’er  of  habit,  and  the  imper-  to  be  just  cause  of  alarm,  but  soon  it  as- 
fect  knowledge  which  is  now  enjoyed,  sumed  a  fatal  appearance.  She  felt  as 
it  is  impossible  to  think  always  alike  even  she  had  never  felt  before.  Of  the  issue 
on  religious  subjects.  On  great  essential  she  was  not  ignorant,  but  trusting  in  the 
points,  there  is  frequently  much  less  dif-  Saviour  of  mankind  she  was  prepared  for 
ference  of  sentiment  among  Christians,  the  worst.  The  tuni  which  her  disease 
than  on  those  of  secondary  or  even  in-  took  for  the  eight  last  di^s  of  her  life, 
ferior  importance.  Forbearance  is  ex-  incapacitated  her,  both  m>m  saying  any 
pressly  enjoined  by  our  great  master,  thing,  and  from  being  benefitted  from 
‘  Leaving  out  of  view  the  peculiarities  of  w'hat  could  be  said,  but  fhim  the  whole 
this,  or  that  denomination,  it  is,  and  must  tenor  of  her  life,  of  which  1  have  taken 
be,  the  leading,  and  indeed  the  only  de-  a  short  review,  there  is  every  reason  to 
sire  of  every  foTlow^er  of  Jesus,  to  recom-  conclude  that  she  fell  asleep  in  Jesus, 
mend  in  every  ])ossible  way,  our  common  after  having  sojourned  on  earth  near  fifty 
Christianity,  loving  all  w’ho  love  our  Lord,  years, 
let  that  love  be  expressed  in  modes  never  — 

so  multipUed,  and  never  so  various.  Evangelical  Magazine. 

Our-  dear  friend  is  removed  to  a  world  ®  ® 

where  names,  even  the  most  respected  of  MISS  ANN  WRANGHAM. 

Paul,  of  Apollos,  or  Cephas,  are  lost  and  On  Thursday,  October  11,  1804*  died, 
forgotten  in  the  name  of  Christ.  All  wor-  aged  21,  after  a  lingering  and  painful  in¬ 
ship  inxme  sanctuaiy.  Among  the  count-  disposition,  which  she  bore  with  a  pati- 
less  multitude  a  discordant  thought  does  ence  truly  Christian,  Miss  Ann  Wrang- 
not  exist.  The  infirmities  of  thv  mortal  ham,  of  Thorp  Basset,  Yorkshire.  She 
state,  a  fertile  source  of  irritation  and  had  an  interesting  appearance  and  gen- 


Wtt  set  free?  I  was  anxious  to  hear  Mr.  despise  the  things  of  this  vain  world!  all 
»  at  Rilington;  zeal  and  love  for  that  I  have  known  of  what  the  world  calls 
Jesus  beamed  in  his  eyes!  I  heard  liim  pleasures,  now  look  to  me  like  dreams  or 
with  stupid  -amazement;  my  heart  beat  empty  shadows!  and  th#ugh  my  heart 
with  a  thousand  fears ;  how  earnestly  did  was  twisted  round  with  the  cords  of  ten- 
1  wish  I  was  the  meanest  wretch,  if  I  only  der  affections  for  my  dear  parents,  and 
could  feel  the  love  of  which  he  spake!  I  brothers,  and  sisters,  vet  these  my  hea- 
retiirned  with  the  gay  ones  whom  I  ac-  venly  Father  is  loosening  fast.  I  may  say 
companied;  I  spoke  cheerfully  to  them;  with  the  amiable  Young, 
but  my  heart  was  wrun'g  with  anguish;  When  shall  I  die  to  vanity,  pain,  death? 
it  was  dark,  and  my  tears  flowed  unseen;  When  shall  I  die?— w  hen  shall  I  live  for 
3  retired  to  bed  and  to  pray,  but  arose  ever? 

tinrefreshed;my  heart  w  as  hard;  I  thought  Mondav,  July  16.  “  Satan  would  fain 
it  would  remain  so;  I  feared  the  miseries  persuade'me,  I  yet  shall  fail  at  the  lasti 
of  hell.”  ^  Yet  in  thee,  my  all-conquering  Saviour,  I 

From  this  time  she  became  a  new  crea-  will  trust.  Lord  increase  my  faith,  for  1 
ture,  which'was  manifest  in  her  total  di^-  am  weak!  O  my  heart,  why  art  thou  so 
relish  to  vain  amusements,  by  the  dili-  distrustful !  is  he  not  able  to  save  to  the 
^ence  with  which  she  perused  religious  uttermost  ?” 

authors,  especially  the  sacred  volume.  The  following  letter  she  wrote  to  a  mi - 
and  from  the  pleasure  she  always  appear-  nister,  a  few  days  before  her  dismission 
fed  to  enjoy  in  the  company  of  those  who  from  the  body,  w  ith  instructions  that  it 
were  l>om  from  above.  Her  fears  were  should  be  delivered  immediately  after 
gradually  removed,  and  her  faith  in  Jesus  her  death:  "  Ere  this  reach  my  ever- 
confirmed  by  the  use  of  such  private  valued  friend,  1  shall  have  ceased  to 
means;  the  only  ones  to  which  long  indis-  groan  under  this  body  of  sin  and  pain.  I 
position  would  allow  her  to  attend.  If  long  for  death,  which  will,  1  trust,  re- 
cver  she  mui-mured,  it  was  on  account  of  lease  me  from  both.  I  may  truly  say  with 
her  not  being  able  to  be  present  at  public  David,  “  It  is  good  for  me  that  I  have 
worship:  But  her  meditation  in  private  been  afflicted.”  Has  not  the  Lord,  with 
was  so  constant,  and  her  prayer  for  divine  all  the  tender  compassion  of  a  long-suf- 
teaching  so  fervent,  that  her  knowledge  fering  Father,  caused  me  to  feel*  his 
of  the  plan  of  salvation  became  so  cor-  chastening  rod,  since  nothing  but  that 
rcctas  far  to  exceed  that  which  some  ap-  could  move  my  hardened  breast?  OJi  the 
pear  to  possess  who  have  heard  the  gos-  goodness  of  God  to  so  vile  a  sinner!  I 
pel  preached  for  years  together.  As  her  would  not  part  with  my  hopes  in  my  bless  • 
body  decayed,  her  mind  daily  was  renew-  ed  Redeemer  for  all  that  this  vain  world 
cd.  This  w  ill  best  appear  by  a  few  ex-  can  give!  Oh,  if  the  world  knew  the  calm, 
tracts  from  her  papers.  the  real  pleasures  of  religion,  they  would 

March  17,  1804.  “  To-day  I  am  twen-  make  it  their  flrst  instead  of  their  last 
ty-one;  and  Oh,  1  hope  next  year  I  shall  concern!” — At  the  close  of  the  letter  she 
celebrate  my  birth-day  in  my  Father's  thus  writes:  “  Give  my  dying  love  to  Mr. 
"kingdom!  shall  I,  O  God,  spend  an  eter-  M  ■■— ,  and  pray  telf  him,  tJiat  he  once 
nity  of  joy  for  these  earthly  sufferings?  made  a  shmer  tremble.  And  now',  my 
Then  blessed  be  thy  fatherly  hand  that  dear  sir,  I  must  cease*.  I  need  not  ask  for 
draws  me  by  them  to  thyself!  last  year  I  your  prayers:  when  you  receive  this  I 
did  not  think  to  see  another  birth-day;  shall  be  l^yond  them.  Adieu!  adieu!  we 
but  wonderful  are  thy  ways,  thou  King  shall  soon  meet  again  to  sing  the  praises 
of  Saints!  why  do  I  go  mourning  all  the  of  him  who  was  slain!” 
day?  thou  wilt  be  my  Saviotu*;  thou  wilt  The  friend  to  whom  this  letter  w  as  ad- 
raise  my  head  in  my  last  agony!”  dressed,  was  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the 

In  a  letter  to  a  female  friend,  dated  pious  writer  during  her  illness,  as  often 
April  15th,  she  writes:  It  may  seem  as  a  distant  residence  would  admit.  There 

strange,  but  it  is  true,  that  from  the  be-  is  reason  to  believe  that  his  conversation 
ginning  of  my  illness  (near  two  years  was  much  blessed  for  the  fortifying  the 
ago)  I  have  never  firmly  believed  that  I  young  Christian  against  the  pow  erful  as- 
should  recover.  Although  my  friends  saults  of  the  great  enemy  of  souls,  and 
would  flatter  me  with  the  prospect,  and  I  for  arming  her  for  her  final  conflict  with 
have,  to  appearance,  been  getting  better  the  king  of  terrors.  On  October  10,  he 
fast,  yet  this  idea  never  left  my  mind:  visited  her  for  the  last  time;  when  he 
**  An  angePs  hand  cannot  save  thee  from  found  her  a  good  deal  harrassed  by  temp- 
the  grave.”  And  are  they  friends,  my  tatian.  She  said  she  was  under  no  appre- 
dear  S — — ,  who  would  drag  me  back  to  hension  as  to  the  result  of  death,  but 
life  and  all  its  painful  miseries  I?  who  feared  exceedingly  Jest  Satan  should  gain 
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kny  advantage  over  her  In  the  moments 
of  dissolution.  Her  friend  having  that 
morning  read  a  memoir  in  the  Evwgeli- 
cal  Magazine,  of  an  eminent  minister 
whose  experience  was,  in  this  respcrt,  the 
same,  but  who  died  triumphing  in  the 
Lord,  related  this  circumstance  to  her. 
She  seemed  to  be  much  comforted  by  it; 
and  he  left  her  in  a  more  happy  frame. 

She  was  able  to  go  down  stairs  till  the 
day  of  her  death,  when  she  found  herself 
so  weak,  as  left  no  doubt  in  her  mind  that 
her  end  w’as  come.  She  had  previously 
arranged  her  little  valuables,  to  which  she 
had  affixed  marks  how  they  were  to  be 
disposed  of,  and  now  gave  directions  ac* 
cordingly.  After  having  had  her  dear 
parents,  and  brothers,  and  sisters  called 
to  her  bedside,  she  verj’  affectionately  ad¬ 
dressed  them  upon  the  vanity  of  the 
world,  the  importance  of  religion,  &c.  and 


took  a  long,  a  last  farewel  of  each,  'f  hen, 
with  a  countenance  expressive  of  the 
sweet  serenity  of  her  mind,  and  which 
also  demonstrated  that  her  former  fears  \ 
were  only  the  suggestions  of  that  great 
adversar)'  of  souls  who  seeks  to  distress 
whom  he  cannot  destroy,  she  lifted  up 
her  eyes  and  said,  **  Lord  Jesus  now  re¬ 
ceive  my  spirit,  for  I  am  ready!”  Her 
friends  and  attendants  witnessed  her  de¬ 
parture  with  mingled  sorrow  and  admira¬ 
tion.  According  to  her  request,  the  so¬ 
lemn  occasion  was  improved  by  the  above 
friend,  in  a  sermon  delivered  in  the  Me¬ 
thodist  Chapel,  at  Relington,  on  Sunday, 
October  21,  1804,  from  Rev.  xiv.  13. 

Green  Hammerton,  J.  Jackson. 

We  understand  that  a  pamphlet  wiU 
shortly  appear,  containing  the  diary  of 
this  lady  for  the  last  nine  months  of  her 
life,  together  with  outlines  of  her  character. 


POETRY. 


AN  ELEGY  OR  EPITAPH  ON  ST.  BASIL. 
Written  by  St.  Gregory  Nazi  amen,  most 
probably,  some  years  after  that  prelate* s 
death.  He  died,  A.  D.  378. 

Servant  of  Jesus!  Shade  belov’d, 
rever’d, 

I  thought  a  body  sooner  could  have  liv’d 
Without  its  soul,  than  I  bereav’d  of  thee. 
And  yet  I  bore  thy  loss — I  meekly  bow’d. 
And  own’d  the  heav’ns  were  just.  Ah 
why  delay  ? 

O  raise  me,  w’aft  me  on  thy  orient  wingrs. 
Place  me  amidst  th*  angelic  chorus  high. 
Where  martyrs  triumph,  and  where 
Basil  reigns ! 

When  death,  stem  minister  of  power 
divine. 

Ravish’d  my  Basil’s  godlike  spirit  hence, 
The  heav’nly  host  receiv’d  the  saint  with 

joy. 

Whilst  all  C«sarea  wept  its. prelate  lost. 
Said  I  Cxsarea  ?  nay  each  favour’d  clime. 
Where  Christ  is  worshipp’d,  and  where 
God  is  known. 

The  ])eopled  earth  one  common  grief  pro¬ 
claim: 

Rent  is  the  bond  of  peace;  her  herald 
gone. 

The  world  is  fill’d  with  disputations  vain. 
And  strife  of  clam’rous  tongues,  which 
madly  dare. 

To  call  in  question  heav*n-taught  mys¬ 
teries. 

And  bid  defiance  to  the  Tri-une  God! 
Error,  impiety,  profaneness  rage. 

Yet  Basil’s  lips  the  hand  of  death  hath 
seal’d! 

W ake,  sleeper,  wake,  and  from  tlie  yawn¬ 
ing  tomb. 

Awe  the  proud  whirlwind,  cajm  th*  im¬ 
petuous  wave, 


With  all  thy  pow’r  of  wond’rous  el^ 
^uence! 

In  evil  times,  thou  did’st  alone  display, 

A  life  responsive  to  the  truths  thOu 
taughtst 

One  Pow’r  supreme,  all  nature  speaks, 
and  Thee 

Alone,  assemblied  nations  have  confess 
A  worthy  minister,  that  God  to  sene! 

The  dauntless  herald  of  behests  divine. 
The  Christian’s  eye,  in  all  thy  native  grace 
Of  soul  effulgent,  and  Caesarea’s  pride. 
E’en  now  when  happier  realms  thy  pre- 
sence  shares. 

BASIL. 

Beneath  this  tomb, thedustof  Basil  sleeps, 
Who  whilst  he  tarried  in  this  transcient 
scene. 

Rul’d  his  Caesarea  with  a  parent’s  care. 
And  lov’d  his  Gregory  with  a  brother’s 
love. 

Ah  me!  thy  griefs  would  pierce  an  an¬ 
gel’s  breast. 

And  lure  e’en  heav’nly  minds  to  meh  like 
thine. 

View,  O  my  God,  that  sad,  and  tear-wom 
cheek. 

That  anguish’d  heart,  that  feeble  tott’ring 
frame. 

Those  eyes  for  ever  fix’d  on  heav’n  and 
thee! 

When  shall  he  join  thy  blest  adorers  here. 
And  shine,  amidst  immortal  saints,  a  saints 
Poor  lonely  tenant  of  a  frame  decay’d. 
Thy  shatter’d  prison  cannot  hold  the# 
long. 

The  months  unwearied  roll;  the  hour  wiU 
come: 

Thou  must  endure  and  Basil  must  submit. 

GREGORY. 

Yet  thou  wert  wafted  to  the  land  of  peace; 


*‘THE  JOY  OF  GRIEF.” 

OSSIAN. 

From  Montgomery^t  Poem*, 
Sweet  the  hour  of  tribulation, 

When  the  heart  can  freely  sigh; 

And  the  tear  of  resignation 
Twinkles  in  the  mournful  eye. 

Have  you  felt  a  kind  emotion 
Tremble  through  your  troubled  breast 
Soft  as  evening  o’er  the  ocean. 

When  she  charms  the  waves  to  rest? 
Have  you  lost  a  friend,  a  brother  ? 

Heard  a  father’s  parting  breath  ? 
Gazed  upon  a  lifeless  mother. 

Till  she  seem’d  to  wake  from  death  ? 
Have  you  felt  a  spouse  expiring 
In  your  arms,  before  your  view  I 
W  atch’d  the  lovely  soul  retiring 
From  her  eyes^  that  broke  on  you } 
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